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M “Make bn loaf rise white and fair, . short and so violent as the Greek foot race. ters the lists—‘“is temperate in all things” (1 Cor. 
“we 


Let ic unintiner indeed Around the stadium, of course, rose an amphi- 9:25). It is obvious that an untrained runner has 


: o—. oo theater of white marble, like the terraces of a palace, little or no chance against a disciplined athlete, hard- 

arr pate acta eng on le seated with “a cloud of witneésses,”, tier above tier ; 2 ened, schooled, fit. Here are the actual directions 
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kes . . . in divers places”; and within the past (1 Cor. 9:24) to the whole Church of God,—for tunner im cross-country championships has told me 
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come upon the eafth since the first of this year 1027. there is only one who is victorious, so you must run, Of success. “If also a man contend in the games, he 
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is in the Book, and every rule is essential for the 
prize. “Ye were running well; who hindered you 
that ye should not obey the truth?” (Gal. 5:7), that 
is, swift running is obeying the Holy Scriptures. 
We seek the glory; but first, what secures the glory? 
“I press on toward the goal unto the prize” (Phil. 
3:14). The mark, or goal, is perfect holiness; the 
prize is glory, the crown of holiness (Godet). 4 

But self-mastery abides the supreme condition for 
success. “I therefore so run, as not uncertainly,” that 
is, if I fulfill the conditions I shall not be supplanted 
by some fleeter runner, as I might be in a human foot 


race. Every believer is sure of the prize if only he 
fulfills the conditions. “So fight I, as not beating the 
air.” My fisticuffs are no feints, but I land every 
blow. “I buffet my body” — bruise it black and blue, 


make it livid, every blow striking home (Ellicott) — 
“and bring it into bondage’ —lead it as a slave (1 
Cor. 9:27). Here is disclosed our most dangerous 
enemy, “the flesh with the affections and lusts.” My 
blows, says Paul, are so aimed as to cover my adver- 
sary — and that adversary, my own body — with bruises, 
and so lead it captive. He discovers, by self-examina- 
tion, his besetting sins, and he lands his blows there. 
We must learn to know our weak points as well as 
Satan knows them. 
sant and exhausting labors to which I condemn it 
(Dean Stanley). Paul was no ascetic, no monk; but, 
while a nourished body is the most effective instru- 
ment for God we shall ever have, a pampered bod 
is a lost race. For the race is no splendid spurt, it 
is a dogged drudgery; it is lost by either self-confi- 
dence or self-despair. The real failures in life are 
those who surrender before the sun goes down. “The 
only way to keep pace with God is to run at full speed” 
(General W. Booth). 

Paul now points out that, as the difficulties are in- 
calculably greater and more subtle in the spiritual 
race, so the prizes are incomparably richer, and the 
losses more terrible. “Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown’ —a garland of olive or bay or 
parsley or-pine, that hardly faded sooned than the 
athlete’s glory itself —‘“but we an incorruptible’ — 
a never-fading wreath, as Peter calls it (1 Pet. 5:4). 
So the extraordinarily potent lesson here revealed is 
that self-denial is only pleasure postponed. “This,” 
said King Edward to Canon Duckworth in the dis- 
robing room after the Coronation, “is one of the hap- 
piest days, if not the happiest, I ever spent.” Earthly 
crowns are not always even transient joys. “The only 
crown I have ever worn,” said the Austrian Emperor 
Charles II, who died since the World War, “was a 
crown of thorns.” In Scripture, no crown is ever 
applied to a believer except for achievement, never 
for inheritance — stephanos, never diadema. “Diadem” 
is applied only to Christ and Antichrist (Rev. 19: 
12; 13:1). It is curious that, exactly as five victor- 
wreaths were given in Greece for five totally distinct 
achievements — leaping, throwing, racing, boxing, and 
wrestling —so five crowns, and five only, are held 
forth for spiritual athleticisms: the crown of joy for 
soul winning (1 Thess. 2:19), the crown of glory 
for church oversight (1 Pet. 5:4), the crown of 
inoorruption for sanctity (1 Cor. 9:25), the crown of 
righteousness for vigilance (2 Tim. 4:8), and the 
crown of life for martyrdom (Rev. 2:10). These 
will blaze when the sun has gone out forever. 

Paul closes with one of the supreme warnings of 
Scripture. “Lest by any means, after that I have 
preached to others, I myself” —not my works only, 
but myself — “should be rejected [as unworthy of 
the crown and the prize (Ellicott)].” As Bishop 
Ellicott says: “Not reprobate, the doctrinal deduc- 
tion thus becomes, to some extent, modified; still the 
serious fact remains that the apostle had before 
him the possibility of losing that which he was daily 
preaching to others. As yet he counted not himself 
to have attained (Phil. 3:12); that blessed assurance 
was for the closing period of a faithful life (2 Tim. 
4:7).”’ The runner will never be disowned as a son, 
but he can be deeply disapproved as a servant; a back- 
slider may be in the race, but he is not in the run- 
ning.* Full of years, and laden with victories, Paul 
—the Paul who never doubted his salvation after the 
Damascene vision, and who has couched the believer’s 
eternal safety in the most Calvinistic language in the 
Bible—has not ceased to dread the flesh, and still 
trembles for his crown. The man who misses the 
approbation of Christ obtains no other, not even his 
own; and meanwhile, as we grow older, we find the 
flesh no less carnal, the world no less subtle, and the 
Devil no less Satanic than they always were. “Hold 
fast that which thou hast, that no one take thy crown” 
(Rev. 3:11). The crown is yours already, hypotheti- 
cally; yours certainly, if you run to a finish as you 
are running now, but forfeitable, if you slacken to a 
present inferior in the race. 

So we summarize: (1) No criminal, no slave, but 


a el 

2If it could be proved, after the contest, that the vic- 
torious combatants had contended unlawfully, or unfairly, 
they were deprived of the prize and driven with disgrace 
from the games.—Dean Alford, 


2We cannot consider “receiving the prize’ to imply 


Salvation generally, for this is even possible where wood, 
Straw, and stubble have been built up; but that it intends 
the highest degree of bliss, conditional upon faith and the 
advance in sanctification.—Olshausen. 


I fatigue my body by the inces- - 
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only the free-born Greek could enter the lists; so 
God’s race is only for the re-born; the race starts at 
the foot of the cross, and conversion puts us in the 
lists: (2) The racer who fouls, or “bores,” a fellow 
runner is at once disqualified. Carpenter, an Ameri- 
can at the Olympic games, cut out the Englishman 
Hartell, and instantly lost the race. (3) Unbelief is 
a strychnine which paralyzes: if we imagine there 
is no race, it is certain we shall win no prize. (4) We 
should never doubt our salvation; we should never 
assume our prize. When in 1923 Sullivan swam the 
English Channel on his seventh attempt, he said, 
“Every beating I got made me the more determined 
to do it, and I have trained hard year after year for 
it.’ (5) a trainer of prize winners may himself lose 
the prize. (6) The nearer we approach the goal, the 
lonelier the race. (7) Let us remember the “cloud 
of witnesses.” The eyes of God are upon us; the eyes 
of Christ know our works, and rejoice in our running; 
the eyes of the holy angels are watching struggling 
Jobs and budding Pauls; the é¢yes of the malignant 
powers are always studying us; the eyes of the world 
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are never off us; and, at the goal, the whole Church 
will know exactly how we ran. What an amphitheater! 
So we cheer each other on as the goal rises on the 

horizon. Bishop Wordsworth beautifully suggests that 
from the Greek word here for “prize,” we get, through 
the Latin and Italian, our word “bravo.” So we love 
to cheer each drawn, white, dusty face, and together 
seek the “bravo” of our’ returning Lord. The Kast 
lap used to be called “the sob,”—no cross-country 
winner ever breasts the tape without bleeding feet. 

Carry me over the long, hast mile, 

Man of Nazareth, Christ-for me! 


“I have finished the course,” Paul cries at. last, 
“henceforth there is laid up for me the crown.” Or, 
in the dying words of Payson, “The battle is fought! 
And the victory is won forever!” 

Editor’s Note.—This study of the Christian’s rewards is 
reprinted from The Dawn, April 15, 1924, edited by D, M. 
Panton, B.A., and published by Charles J. Thynne and 
Jarvis, Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4, 
England; mid-monthly 6 pence, post free 7 pence; annual 
subscriptions 7 shillings, post free. 





The Amazing Wonders of Today 


I have been wonderfully helped by your editorial 
column for the something over thirty years that I 
have been a subscriber to the Times, and usually find 
contributed articles well within the bounds of belief, 
but the article by Thomas M. Chalmers in the issue 
of September 24 is just about the biggest “bunk” that 
ever came to my notice. Figuring the wealth of the 
mineral deposits in the Dead Sea at over three times 
the wealth of the United States belongs in the 
“Arabian Nights,’ or “Puck” or “Judge.” 

In the very next week’s paper, October 1, you have 
an account of an African wonder who won over 
one hundred thousand to Christ in three months. 
Much as one would like to believe it, who can credit 
such gross exaggeration, especially so when it follows 
so closely upon the Dead Sea article? 

In my humble judgment you will serve your readers 
best by sticking to the probable and leaving articles 
of fiction to other styles of magazines.—A Missouri 
reader. 


The Sunday School Times sees no difficulty in be- 
lieving the well authenticated facts concerning the 
potential wealth of the Dead Sea, and the Holy Spirit 
harvest of souls on the west coast of Africa. The 
facts have been too thoroughly and critically investi- 
gated to leave the open-minded reader in doubt. 

We must not forget that we are living in one of 
the most extraordinary epochs in the history of the 
world. We know this, not merely by observation, 
but by God’s Word. He has told us, with the unerr- 
ing accuracy of God-breathed prophecy, what would 
occur on earth at the end of this age, before the Lord’s 
return. The many signs of the end revealed by the 
Scriptures are now synchronizing, — occurring simul- 
taneously, as never before in the history of the world. 
Satan’s activities are increasing in desperate and tragic 
measure; but the Holy Spirit’s activities are increas- 
ing in blessed and invincible achievement. When 
Satan attacks, God counter-attacks ; and God is greater 
than Satan. 

If, at the beginning of this dispensation of grace, by 
the testimony of one man on one day “about three 
thousand souls” were saved, is there any reason why, 
toward the end of this dispensation of grace, God 
might not use oné man to bring something more than 
100,000 souls to Christ during his brief ministry of 
three months? That would be only a little more than 
one-third the ratio of the harvesting on the day of 
Pentecost. Tens of thousands of God’s people have 
been praying in recent vears for a world-wide revival 
in the Church of Christ, with consequent world-wide 
evangelism and saving of souls; and unmistakable 
answers to these prayers are breaking forth in differ- 
ent parts of the world, especially in what are called 
the darkest parts, like Russia and China. Let us not 
be surprised by increasing evidence that God hears and 
answers prayer, and is more eager and able to save 
the lost than we are to believe. 

Again, the Scriptures are filled with God’s statements 
concerning the coming wonders and riches of the 
Land that he covenanted to Abraham and his de- 
scendants almost four millenniums ago. The Bible 
plainly teaches that Emmanuel’s land—which in the 
Scriptures never means Heaven, but the land given 
to Israel, from the Nile to the Euphrates—is to be 
the political center of this earth, the most desirable 
land on earth, blessed and enriched of God above all 
other lands. God tells us that it will be a prize cov- 
eted by other nations, and fought for by them. in such 
desperate eagerness and overwhelming numbers that 
the Jew’s Messiah, the Lord Jesus, will return to earth 
to intervene in behalf of his people and their land. 

In view of this, why should it surprise one who 
believes God’s ‘Scriptures to learn that hard-headed 
scientists and wealthy business men of today are so 
Satisfyingly convinced of the wealth of the mineral 









salts in the Dead Sea that they are ready to stake 
their reputations and their wealth on far-reaching 


plans to recover and use this amazing deposit? - As 
The Sunday School Times showed (issue of Septem-| 
ber 24), a merger of nearly all the chemical companies 
of Great Britain, known as the Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., is expecting or has already received 
a concession for the exploitation of this vast wealth.‘ 
A member of this merger is Sir Alfred Mond, one of! 
the richest. Jews in. Great Britain, deeply interested in 
the development of Palestine, and on the Board of the 
Palestine Electric Corporation. The New York Times 
has published statistics issued by the British Govern- 
ment, giving facts and figures that are staggering, yet 
quite within the bounds of reason. “The granting of 
the concession,” says the New York Times, “will be 
the signal to start one of the biggest commercial en- 
terprises ever undertaken by any nation.” A _ recent 
estimate of the mineral resources of the Dead Sea 
places their value at about 1,190 billion dollars, while 
the latest estimate of the United States wealth is 420 
billions. As Mr. Chalmers in his article in the Times 
said: “Will this wealth tempt the cupidity of Russia 
and lead to that final invasion by the coming mighty 
Russo-Teutonic-Mongolian alliance that will bring 
on the titanic Armageddon battle at the return of the 
Lord? Such wealth, in the Dead Sea, surpassing the 
total riches today of all the nations on earth, may well 
tempt big business everywhere.” 

May children of the Light be as wise, in their gen- 
eration, as the children of this world, and, while 
greater things than the world has ever known before 
are coming to pass, may our expectation be from God, 
and may we look confidently to him to do in these last 
days those “greater works” that the Lord Jesus prom- 
ised should be done by those that believe on him (John 
$4: 12); 

ve 


Puzzling Questions Asked by Girls 


“Mother Ruth” is asked almost every question un- 
der the sun by her girl readers in The Sunday 
School Times. The “girls’” ages seem to run from 
sixteen to sixty; and business men, ministers, col- 
lege professors, and missionaries on the foreign field 
read the column as eagerly as girls. ‘Mother 
Ruth” is a real woman, a Christian mother who has 
been in special work for girls during the years, 
and has touched and helped literally thousands of 
girls. Here are some of the questions she will soon 
be answering in The Sunday School Times: 
Should we as Christians listen to the vaudeville 
performances, the plays, the stage jokes, that are 
sent out over the radio? 

Is there a law forbidding cousins to marry? A 
young lady I know is very fond of her cousin, and 
he wants her to marry him. 

What do you think about cosmetics? When we get 
along in years is it a sin to try to smooth out 
wrinkles? 

Am I really saved? 

I am so sensitive about little things that it seems 
I am bound and helpless. 

What about the theater? Should I go to see the 
motion picture, “King of Kings”? 

The Lord doesn’t seem to be using me; I work 
in a business office, but the way is seldom open to 
testify there. 

What would you do if you worked in a small 
office and a married man twice your age had be- 
come too friendly? Would it be cowardly to run 
away from that-position? I might meet the same 
thing again elsewhere, then what would I do? 
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Lesson for ; 6. 
Mark 2: 1-17 ; 
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Dis-Appointments of a Pioneer Missionary 


And how they proved to be His appointments 
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AT would you think if you had traveled 
Weve hundred miles to begin what you were 
convinced was a definite piece of work for 
God and for the spreading of the Gospel, only to find 
your way blocked at the very outset? It was in such 
a situation that I found myself in 1921, upon my ar- 
rival in Central America. I had come from the Uniied 
States for the purpose of making a survey of Indian 
needs in Mexico. The missionary with whom I was 
about to make the trip was taken with fever a day 
before my arrival, so I patiently waited the treating 
of the fever, A week passed, then two weeks, and 
there was no change. I began to wonder whether IL 
had not made -a mistake. ; 

I have come to see, however, from this trip and 
others, that most of the things that were contrary to 
my plans and seemed to me to be great hindrances 
have generally proved to be God’s stops, or God's 
leading me to a needy soul in darkness. I am con- 
vinced that there is no soul anywhere in the world, 
seeking for the light and in whom God has worked 
a desire to know him, but to whom God will send a 
messenger of his, even though it be across a continent, 
to lead the seeker to the light. I find that God still 
will send a Philip to any Ethiopian. 

At the end of the third week the fever left my 
companion and in the fourth week we started out on 
foot, with packs on our backs, and with our mule, 
John Mark, loaded with tracts and Scripture portions. 

As we were leaving our base in Guatemala, I re- 
marked that now we, being three weeks late, would 
meet people whom we would not have met had my 
friend not been sick and we had not been delayed. 
But further delay was ahead. Each time we packed 
John Mark he would buck, constantly refusing to go 
with us. If the least opportunity offered he would 
leave us and start for home. 


Under Arrest e 

There were no unusual happenings, however, ex- 

cept for John Mark, until we came to the border of 
Mexico. As we crossed it, we were put under arrest 
until it could be determined whether our Bibles and 
tracts could be brought into the country duty free. 
We asked permission to find a more comfortable place 
to spend the night than the detention camp. This 
was at last granted and we soon found the only man 
in ‘the village who knew about the Gospel. He gladly 
welcomed us, furnished us with food, and allowed 
us to sleep on the mud floor. 
'. A meeting was suggested for the evening and so 
our host invited some friends to come in. Of course 
our guard was present, though not chained to us, as 
was Paul’s guard in Rome. We preached the Gospel, 
and the guard, who had been there on duty less than 
three weeks, received the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 

The next morning we started out, under this guard, 

for the capitol pf the department, truly rejoicing in 
our bonds. God had given us our guard for a brother 
and helper. While passing down the mountainside 
our guard pointed out a path that led to a very large 
Indian village, where, he informed us, were very many 
believers. We expressed a strong desire to visit them, 
but of course that could not be done. 2 at 
- As we entered the capitol, the natives inquired of 
the rd the reason for the arrest of the gringoes. 
He informed them we were “evangelistas.” At once 
one called out, “Hermano?” We replied, “Yes, we are 
brothers.’ They asked us whether we would preach 
to them, and accordingly a meeting was arranged for 
the following evening. Meanwhile we passed through 
the customs, and were released to go our way. 
_ To our surprise, when we reached the meeting place 
on the next evening, we saw a band of Indians in the 
audience, but took no further thought of them. The 
next morning, very early, a delegation from the In- 
dian village called on us, with an invitation to visit 
their village. They informed us that they had heard 
of our desire, and that the evening before a committee 
had heard us preach .and they were satisfied that we 
were men of God, We started out in company with 
them. At the outskirts of their town we were met 
by a great number of Indians, whe embraced us and 
led us into the town, 

After unpacking John Mark, we were taken to the 
church for prayer before the gathering of the people 
for an evening meeting, Before long, we heard the 
clanging of the Catholic church bell, and a commotion 
in the streets. We learned that the bishop was arriv- 
ing, — about two hours after us—and twenty people 
had met him at the edge of the town. One of the 
Indians said to us, “Brothers, it has been so hard for 
us. We have no feasts, no men to visit us. When 
the Catholic bishop comes, the neighbors have great 
rejoicing, and they -scorn us who have no bishops. 
But now, thank God, when they have but:one, God-has 
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been good to us and has sent us two.” God had not 
forgotten to time our visit just before the arrival of 
the Roman bishop that they, too, might rejoice. 

That evening we had a blessed service in the church 
that these Indians had built. As their numbers grew 
they had twice torn out the end and lengthened the 
building. The church was crowded; Indians packed 
the house. When I gave the invitation for any who 
would like to become a child of God, one of the elders 
came on the platform and interpreted what I said. 
When the eighth harid went up he turned to us and 
said, “That is all, the others are believers.” 

We were the first missionaries who had ever visited 
the town. How did it come, then, that this large group 
of believers were gathered here? Nine years before an 
old Indian had heard the Gospel while away from home. 
Some one had given him a Spanish Gospel. When he 
returned home, a nephew had learned to read a little 
Spanish, so the old uncle impressed him into service. 
As he heard the Good News, he would hurry with the 
lad to a neighbor to share it with him. As a result 
of this kind of work there were nearly three hundred 
believers in this Indian town,—more than one-half 
= the village were real Christians when we visited 
there. 

The following morning at five we were ready to 
continue our journey when the Indians gathered about 
to buy some of the Spanish Testaments, tracts, and 
Gospel portions we had with us. By ten o’clock the 
last Indian had made his purchase. As I picked up 
one box to put it on the mule, an Indian took it out 
of my hands, saying, “No, senor. This little beast has 
brought us these Gospels, I will carry this box on my 
own back and let him go unburdened.” No one but 
an Indian would have the fineness to express his grati- 
tude to God in this way. 

About three hundred people accompanied us on our 
journey until we came to the Rio Blanco. There one 
Indian said, “Brothers, rettirn with us to our homes, 
and tell us more. We never have heard some of the 
things you have peen telling us.” We said, “No, we 
must go on.” “Then,” said he, “let us have prayer.” 
My companion prayed. Again the Indian said, ‘“Re- 
turn with us for another meeting.” We said, “No, 
we must push on.” One said, “Then let us have one 
more prayer.” So we prayed. Again one sdid, 
“Brothers, return with us for one more meeting. We 
never have had this privilege before.” We said, “No, 
we must go on.” Then one said, “Let us sing.” They 
began to sing a song in Spanish, “We shall gather at 
the river.’ I know when we meet it will be at the 
Rio Blanco, “that flows by the throne of God.” They 
sent a group of men with us to accompany us for the 
oes day and to carry our loads and those of John 

ark, 


John Mark Turns Back 


After some days we arrived at the town of Con- 
cordia, Mexico, weary and footsore, having finished 
that day a thirty-five mile journey. It was Saturday 
evening, just two days before the opening of a great 
fiesta, and here were two evangelistas in a rabid Cath- 
olic community prepared to celebrate a saint’s birth- 


ay. 

With us we had an Indian to help with our packs 
and the mule. We asked the owner of the house where 
we found rooms if he knew of a pasture for the mule, 
He said, “Yes, just back of the house.” Accordingly 
I told the Indian to pasture the mule. My companion, 
as usual, distributed the tracts, 

Early Sunday morning a man came in and asked for 
books. He. said, “The priest has told the people to 
get your tracts and Bibles and bring. them. to him, 
then they will have a burning in the plaza. I want to 
see what he is so frightened about.” We let him have 
some. Later in the day, my fellow missionary went 
out- to salt-John Mark. -He found the pasture.was:in 


‘little in our stomachs. 


back of the house, but three miles away, and that John 
Mark had left for home. 

We were distressed. How could God permit this? 
My companion was sick, I was lame, and we had no 
one who would seek the wandering mule, 

On Monday, however, I succeeded in finding a man 
who would search for the mule; double pay if the 
mule was brought in before twelve midday. About 
nine o'clock that morning there was a knock at the 
door. “Are you the foreigners with the new religion?” 
was the inquiry. “I have just finished a journey of 
ninety miles. I hear the entire town talking about 
you and your strange religion. I am a man in great 
need, my soul is in need. Can this religion save my 
soul?” For more than an hour, we told this seeker 
of Jesus, his power, and his love. At last he sa.d, 
“How can I receive him?” We told him. He knelt by 
a bench, confessed his sin and need, and received the 
Saviour. Then he wanted the Book that had opened 
his eyes. He went out satisfied. 

In a few minutes there was another knock. A man 
came in, saying, “A stranger told me you have a re- 
ligion of power. Can this Jesus save me? I have 
just come in. I live thirty miles from here. They 
say I am an atheist. I am not, but I am a man in 
great need. I need a religion of power. This church 
has no power.” Then we told him of Jesus and his 
power, and what he had done for us. He, too, re- 
ceived Christ. 

Just before twelve —as he left satisfied — John Mark 
came back. Had he not been a John Mark, we would 
have left early that morning. But God had timed it 
all, even to the mule, from before the foundation of 
the world. 

At another time, on this same trip, we became lost. 
As we tried to follow various paths, some made by 
Indians and some by cattle, we could not find our way, 
and it was getting late. Finally we stopped and prayed 
for guidance. Then we heard some one chopping and, 
following the sound, we found an Indian who was will- 
ing to show us the way. It grew dark. Late in the 
evening we saw in the distance flickering fires. At 
last we came to some Indian huts. One of the old 
women baked some fortillas for us, and, after eating, 
we lay down by our packs and slept. 

Lost (?) Again 

Early next morning, we started out again with but 
Both of us were sick. The 
following day my companion’s fever had risen to nearly 
106 degrees. We carried a little water with us in 
a gourd —it was all we had. About noon we came 
to a path that crossed ours, and, not knowing which 
one to take, we followed the one most used. After a 
long time we came to a water hole where there were 
three or four Indian huts and cattle lying about rest- 
ing. The Indians told us we were six miles out of 
our way. 

We could not understand why God should permit 
us, sick as we were, to get lost again, but we asked 
for a guide. One of the Indian men had learned 
Spanish and had learned to read a little. He offered 
to lead us, and it turned out that he was one of a tribe 
of a hundred and fifty thousand, most of whom spoke 
only their own language. I brought up the rear with 
John Mark, while my fellow missionary walked ahead 
with the guide. At once he began to tell him about 
Jesus. “Wait,” said the Indian, “two years ago a 
man came here. As we rode together he said, ‘Why 
do you pray to images, to the volcanoes, and to the 
sun? Why do you not pray to the God who made 
you?’ Now that seemed like sense to me, so now for 
two years I have been praying to the God who made 
me. When this man left me he gave me two tracts. 
One told about a book they called the Biblea and the 
other about a man called Jesus. I have read and 
thought only of these two things. For the last year 
I have been praying to the God who made me that he 
would send me some. one who would bring me the 
Bihlea and tell me about Jesus.” 

This, it was plain, was why we lost our way. Con- 
stantly things “happened” to us which fell out rather 
for the furtherance of the Gospel. 

On another occasion we came to a village where 
only two weeks before a family had renounced Cathol- 
icism and accepted Jesus. We were invited to hold 
a service in their home. They had seen nothing but 
the Catholic service and knew nothing of Protestant 
customs, so they took their Bible, put it on a table, 
and arranged on either side some flowers and, just in 
front ‘of the Bible, a jar in which they burned in- 
cense to the Book. It was hard to rebuke them, so 
we let things ‘go as they were. We began to sing. 
At once stones were thrown, striking on the tile roof, 
breaking one here and there. The disturbers then be- 
gan to deride us, calling us the .“evangelistas.” . But 
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the Lord sent a downpour of rain, dispersing the dis- 
turbers, and soon a stream of water trickled through 
the broken tile into the incense pot, quenching the fire. 
God himself taught them his lesson. f 

One day while passing through the State of Chiapas 
on muleback, in company with Mr. Watermulder, 
superintendent in charge of the Indian work of the 
Reformed Church in America, we crossed a river and 
lost our way in the thick undergrowth on the other 
side. While my companions waited, I rode along one 
path to see where it might lead. It led to-a cliff and, 
in the distance, I could see some Indians at work. I 
called to them and immediately one came running. 
I told him we were lost and asked him to guide us, 
to which he eagerly consented. In a few minutes he 
had us out of the maze of paths. As he turned to 
leave, I gave him some change and, handing him a 
Scripture portion, I said, “Do you know the Gospel?” 
He replied, “Are you a brother?” “Yes,” said I. 
At once he reached up to embrace me, then, pointing 
to the others, I said, “So are they.” We had an em- 
bracing time. He told us that beyond the house where 
we had hoped to spend the night was another “be- 
liever,” they being the only ones here. 

As we neared the large house we saw a man run- 
ning to meet us. Stopping to shade his eyes and look 
at us, he called, “Hermano?” We replied, “Yes, 
brother.” He, too, embraced us, and helped unpack. 
After he had watered and fed the mules, he invited 
us to his house for a cool drink, while food was be- 
ing prepared. We had told the other Indian, as he 
left us, to bring his companion to “Jose house” where 
we would have a service that night. Jose invited 
all the neighbors to the evening meeting and three 
definitely accepted the Lord. 

The ‘next morning, as we were leaving, the wife 
of Jose said to us, “My brother, for two weeks we 
have been praying that God would send us some one 
to talk with us and pray with us. He sent you. Now 
do not forget to pray for us as you go on.” Jose 
asked to accompany us to the river, thirty miles be- 
yond. This he did, as he wanted to know more, and 
have us explain to him the meaning of some Scrip- 
tures. With his scant earnings he had bought a few 
Bibles, which he loaned out to those whom he had 
interested in the things of God. 

Toward the end of the thirty miles, I said, “Jose, if 
it pleases you, I should be glad to have you walk with 
us to San C—, one hundred miles beyond. We sleep 
on the ground and I will gladly pay for your food.” 
He replied, “If it does not burden you too much, this 
will be a joy.” 

The following day he said to us, “It is not right 
that I should walk with you, unless you know what 
kind of man I have been.” Then he told us that be- 
fore he knew Jesus, he and his wife had made their 
living by roaming about the country, entertaining the 
rural folk with songs and lewd stories and jokes. 
When the revolution had broken out they had gone 
against the government and they both had deliber- 
ately shot anyone who was loyal. They would shoot 
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only to wound and make helpless, then, when tired of 
seeing them wallow in their blood, kill them. He told 
us how, at last, soldiers had come and they, with some 
Indians, had been rounded up and deported. One day 
while crossing the mountains they had spent one night 
in the Indian village where the large Indian church 
was located. After eating, the Indians had come to 
the camp, had preached the Good News to them, and 
there they and the Indian who had directed us on the 
way had found Jesus and become believers. This 
man walked more than one hundred miles with us for 
fellowship in prayer and in reading the Book, and one 
hundred miles to return to his home. 

In asking for directions, we had been told, “Take 
the path that follows the telegraph line.” We were 
glad that for once we had a guide, but after he had 
left us and we were far from anyone who could 
direct us, we came to a fork in the path, one path was 
a meager trail but it followed the line, so we went 
on. After about two miles it, too, left the line. We 
hoped it might swing back. After an hour or more 
we came to a lone house with a lone man, Again 
asking for directions we were told, “You should have 
taken the other road, but I know a short cut; I will 
guide you.” So for a long time we walked with him. 
Here again God brought us to a hungry heart who 
could find satisfaction in no other but the indwelling 
Saviour. The time lost that afternoon kept us from 
going farther than a small village, so we were forced 
to remain there over Sunday. We found a place to 
sleep and some one to cook for us. 

After caring for the mules, I went outside, and there 
had gathered a large’number of Indians who had seen 
us go into the yard. They wondered about the mis- 
sion of the foreigners. I sat down with them and be- 
gan to inquire about the name and number of the 


tribe. They said, “We live beyond here, and are 
Mexi.” Then they gave me the number _in each vil- 
lage. I counted thirty-five thousand. That evening 


and on Sunday we told them about Jesus, and God’s 
longing and desire for them. ; 

On Monday, just as I was about to mount my mule, 
two Indians came, placing their hands on my shoul- 
ders, they looked up and said, “Senor, in how many 
days do you return that you may retrace your foot- 
steps along this pathway?” 

I said, “Never.” 

They thought I had not understood. Again the old 
man said, “In how many days do you return that you 
may retrace your footsteps along this pathway, and 
come to tell our wives and children about this Jesus?” 

I said, “I go straight on, I .do not return, I seek 
to know your numbers.” 

He said, “Is it nothing to you that there are thirty- 
five thousand of us?” 

It was the only opportunity that we had of telling 
them the Good News. They are still. waiting for 
some one to come to learn their language and tell 
— of a Saviour’s love in a tongue they can under- 
stand. 

(To be continued in next week’s issue) 














Is Egypt’s Restoration Fulfilling Prophecy ? 


Remarkable indications that the land of the Pharaohs 
is being made ready to bea “‘ blessing in the midst’’ 


By Erian Boutros 
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The land of Egypt played a most important part in the early national life of the children of Israel. 


oe 


Per- 


haps few have realized that it is also to play an important part in the national restoration of God’s chosen 


people. 


Mr. Boutros, who with his wife directs the work of the Gospel Messengers Bible School in Cairo, 


Egypt, tells why he believes the present national, natural, and economic revival of Egypt is the beginning of the 


‘ulfillment of Isaiah’s prephecy concerning her. 
fi Copies of this article may be had p be 


ly, in pamphlet form, for free distribution, by addressing Frank C. 


Benson, Secretary, Gospel Messengers Bible School, 2453 Hillcrest Road, Drexel Hill, Pa. 


HAT Egypt could be a “blessing in the midst of 

the earth” (Isa. 19:24) at first seems fantastic 
and startling. For over thirteen centuries, Egypt, 
as the center of Islam, has been anything but a 
blessing. 

From the Azhar University thousands of zealous 
and fanatical Mohammedan missionaries have scat- 
tered over Eastern lands near and far and over Africa 
propagating their religion. It is a religion of ex- 
ternals, with -no conviction of or remedy for sin, 
hence it is diametrically opposed to Christianity. Their 
hope is only in the mercy of God, and no revelation 
of his holiness has brought them face to face with the 
necessity of redemption, freely given to us in Christ 
Jesus, “in whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the fergiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 

Notwithstanding this situation, God’s Word de- 
clares that Egypt shall be a blessing, with Israel and 
Assyria, in the midst of the earth. The inspired pages 
give us graphic accounts of God’s judgments on the 
land of Egypt. Here as ever, God’s basic principle 
is this, that judgment must precede restoration and 
fruitfulness. 

For twenty-three centuries Egypt has been passing 
through God’s just and righteous judgments, The 


literal fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, and Ezekiel concerning Egypt is one of the 
astounding proofs of the infallibility and accuracy of 
the Bible. Since all the judgments have been ful- 
filled literally, we can confidently look for a literal 
and complete fulfillment of the glorious promised 
blessings. 

The judgments of God were threefold, covering the 
national, natural, and economic life of the country. 

Looking first at the national, we note that Ezekiel 
prophesied: “It [Egypt] shall be the basest of the 
kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above 
the nations: for I will diminish them [the people], 
that they shall no mere rule over the nations” (Ezek. 
29:15). Then again in Ezekiel 30:13: “There shall 
be na more a prince of the land of Egypt.” In Feb- 
ruary 1922, Egypt was declared an independent king- 
dom, with several reservations, with her own diplo- 
matic representatives accredited to all the great 
powers. The country possesses a very efficient gov- 
ernment and highly modern constitution. Three in- 
ternational congresses have been held in Cairo recently. 

Referring to the prophecy in Ezekiel 19:15, we re- 
member that at the time of the Napoleonic imvasion 
there were only two million left of the vast popula- 
tion of ancient Egypt, estimated to have been about 
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twenty million. At the present, the ——— has 
been so far reversed that the population is fifteen 
million, and rapidly increasing. 

King Fuad I now occupies the throne which has 
been vacant since the days of the Ptolemies. 

In Isaiah 19:18 we read of the times of blessing 
being characterized by the presence of five cities in 
the land speaking the language of Canaan, one being 
called “the city of destruction,” or Heliopolis. In 
the last twenty years a beautiful city called by that 
very name has sprung up as if by magic, and is 
connected by train and trolley with Cairo. 

Isaiah 19: 23 prophesies a highway from Egypt to 
Assyria, and we now see this vast engineering feat. 
accomplished, having been made necessary by the 
World War. First the railway went as far as Jerusa- 
lem but it is now. being carried on to fulfill completely 
the Word of God. 

As we view this amazing national restoration in 
very recent years, does it not seem more than a co- 
incidence that simultaneously has come the liberation 
of Palestine from the heel of the Turk, and its rapid 
development by“the British Government and the Zion- 
ists? 

Let us note now one or two examples of judgment 
and restoration in the natural resources of Egypt. 
In Isaiah 19:5 we read: “And the waters shall fail 
from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and be- 
come dry.” As a matter of history we know that 
five of the seven branches of the Nile in the Delta 
have dried up, and during the time of inundation the 
vast waters of the remaining two branches were actu- 
ally “wasted” into the Mediterranean. The greatest 
engineering feat of all times has been the building 
of the Assuan dam, about twenty years ago, for the 
conservation of the water and keeping it from going 
to waste. Through the comprehensive irrigation sys- 
tem of Egypt the arable lands have been increased 
from two million to more than eight million acres. 
This process is continually going on, and because of 
the fertility of the land thus reclaimed the country 
is proportionately becoming rich. 

In ancient times flax was one of Egypt’s crops, but 
in Isaiah 19:9 we read: “They that work in fine 
flax, and they that weave networks, shall be con- 
founded.” Until a few years ago flax had long been 
unknown in the country, but an interesting detail in 
the fulfillment of every item in the prophecy is fur- 
nished in this case, as well as in others, by the gov- 
ernment introducing flax raising by importing the 
wherewithal from Belgium. 

Also the dearth of fish was prophesied in Isaiah 19: 
8: “The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that 
cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that 
spread_nets upon the waters shall languish.” The 
great Nile has, in modern times, been famous for the 
scarcity. of fish in its waters, but the new and very 
efficient government has, with. marked results, -estab- 
lished a fishery department to overcome this condition. 

The last judgment was economic. Ezekiel 32:15 
prophesies: “The country shall be destitute of that 
whereof it was full,” and Isaiah 19:15 adds: “Neither 
shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head 
or tail, branch or rush, may do.” 

About one hundred years ago the shocking fulfill- 
ment of this great judgment was the outstanding im- 
pression of the visitor. Deep poverty, dense igno- 
rance, and hopeless fatalism were apparent every- 
where; but this is all disappearing with a rapidity 
equally startling. Wealth and education are now far 
more evenly distributed than formerly and continued 
progress is being made in this direction. 

For instance, an_ exceedingly successful bank, 
financed and operated entirely by Egyptians for the 
first time in history, was organized five years ago. 
Just at present they are concentrating on a number 
of industries such as paper and cotton mills, leather, 
and so on. 

It is surely the day of the Lord’s visitation in 
promised blessing, and these signs of restoration in 
the life of Egypt are to those who believe in his Word 
a great incentive to work that they might be used of 
him to bring about his promised blessing to those 
people whom the Lord in his grace has blessed, saying, 
“Blessed be Egypt my people.” 

Just as truly as we are able to trace the devastation 
of the judgments and the healing of the wounds in 
restoration, so truly shall the blessing be bestowed. 
“The gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” 

We live, indeed, in days of great significance and 
opportunity, and as the Lord used nations and nature 
to execute his judgment, will he not use his people 
and the Word in bringing to pass his promises? “The 
Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians 
shall know the Lord in that day” (Isa. 19:21). 

PrINncETON, N. J. 


we 


Have you, as a soul-winner, ever prayerfully, 
quietly, and thoroughly gone over the whole Bible 
teaching on salvation? Lewis Sperry Chafer’s book, 
“Salvation,” does that in a way you will be deeply 
interested to traverse with this Bible teacher of rare 
spiritual insight. (The Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, 843 N. Wells Street, Chicago, $1, postage 
IO cents.) 
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Lesson for January.15 . .. 
Se rs et 


- The Little Brown Church 
; By Doris Wilder 


HE little brown church in the vale,” of which 

] hundreds of thousands, here and abroad, have 

sung, still stands, just as it was built in 1862 
in Chickasaw eounty, Iowa, near the little town of 
Nashua. Its “clear ringing bell,” carried by team 
across the wilderness from Dubuque, tolling all the 
way, still calls “on a clear Sabbath morning: 

But no longer is the message heard by the sturdy 
pioneers who held “bees” to quarry the rock for the 
foundation of the building and to fell red oaks, fifty 
feet high, for its framework. No longer does the 
humble structure serve as a refuge from the Indians. 
Bradford, the village of which it once was a part, 
has vanished completely. The academy where once 
Dr. William S. Pitts, composer of both words and 
music of the hymn, was singing master is only a 
memory. Dr. Pitts died September 25, 1918, at the 
age of eighty-eight. 

But “the little brown church” remains, a_ church 
in which fifty thousand people from every State in 
the Union and from several foreign countries wor- 
shiped last year. Four hundred and twenty-four wed- 
dings took place there in 1926, more than four hun- 
dred of them in June. 

At the time the church was organized, November 
4, 1855, the region was sparsely settled, the popula- 
tion of the entire county being less than a thousand. 
The pastor was O. Littlefield, and there were five 
charter members. Worship was held in a log house, 
a lawyer’s office, a hotel dining room, a schoolhouse, 
or an abandoned store. 

Dr. Pitts, a physician, first set foot in the litt‘: 
village of Bradford in June, 1857, arriving by stage 
from McGregor, Iowa. He lived, then, in Wisconsin. 
The spot where “the little brown church” now stands 
impressed him as a setting of rare beauty. It gave 
to him a prophetic vision which, upon his return home, 
he translated into the song later known all over the 
world. Ruskin says that architecture is frozen music. 
This seems to be true in an unusual sense of “the lit- 
tle brown church.” 

The Rev. J. K. Nutting, then twenty-seven years 
old, was called to the pastorate in 1859. His faith 
and enthusiasm inspired his congregation. Joseph 
Bird gave town lots for a building site. A foun- 
dation was laid. Then the Civil War broke out. 
Hard times ensued. The preacher’s salary was re- 
duced from five hundred to four hundred and fifty 
dollars a year. But he would not give up. 

A townsman was persuaded to donate enough trees 
from his native timber to provide dimension lumber 
and rough boards. A volunteer force of choppers 
prepared the logs for the owners of a mill who sawed 
them free of charge. Men of the vicinity donated 
their services and erected the framework. Children 
of the Sunday-school of Dr. John Todd’s church in 
Pittsfield, Mass., sent a gift of one hundred and forty 
dollars. Other presents followed and a loan was ob- 


‘the finishing 1 r eighty — 
located on the Mississippi River.- The journey was . 
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tained from the church building society. Teams.hauled 
umber eighty miles from. McGregor, 


over corduroy roads. . Practically all the streams 
were bridgeless. Wagon boxes were used to float 
loads across. The church was coated brown, some 


‘say for want of money to buy better paint. It was 


ready for dedication in 1864. 

Dr. Pitts returned to Iowa in 1862, settling at Fred- 
ericksburg because his wife’s people were there. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Nutting had established Bradford 
Academy, opened in 1865 to give college preparatory 
work. It was in the brick building of this institution, 
now converted into a farmhouse, that Dr. Pitts taught 
a singing school in the winter of 1863-64. : 

The following spring, the class went one evening 
to the church. As pews still were lacking, rude seats 
were improvised. On that occasion, Dr. Pitts sang 
“The Church in the Wildwood.” It never before had 
been sung by anyone but himself. Soon afterward it 
was published in Chicago by H. M. Higgins. Very 
naturally, the song and the church became identified 
with each other. 

Dr. Nutting was pastor until 1877. That year the 
railroad was built through Nashua, several miles 
distant, and Bradford began to disintegrate. The 
tourist of today never would dream that the church 
and the old brick farmhouse once stood in a thriving 
village. 

One hundred and twenty-eight names are recorded 
in the membership list of the old organization. The 
congregation was diminished by deaths and removals, 
however, and finally, in 1888, services were discon- 
tinued. The last resident member died in IgII. 

The Society for the Preservation of the Little 
Brown Church was started about 1900. Following 
a revival held in March, 1914, by the Rev. B. W. 
Burleigh of the Nashua Congregational Church, a 
branch, with a membership of thirty, was organized. 
A Sunday-school has been maintained and the pastor 
of the Nashua church preaches at 3 P. M. each Sun- 
day. The last payment on the building debt was com- 
pleted last January. 

For each wedding in “the little brown church” a 
fee of five dollars, in addition to the customary token 


of appreciation to whatever minister is asked to offi-. 


ciate, is expected. The fund thus obtained is ex- 
pended for maintenance and repairs. 


Aside from installation of a new furnace in the. 


basement, the church in no way has been modernized. 
Pews are of the old-fashioned box style, in three sec- 
tions with two side aisles and wall seats. On a plat- 
form in front are a neat pulpit, and a cabinet organ. 
A framed copy of the famous song, pictures of Dr. 
Nutting and Dr. Pitts, a tablet commemorating the 
charter members, and similar mementoes make the 
walls interesting. 

Visitors sign the register and leave the building 
feeling that the “church in the valley by the wildwood” 
is a little-known American historical church well 
worth seeing. 


Watertoo, Iowa. 








When two girls learned a lesson in trust 











Underneath Are the Everlasting Arms 


By Gwendoline A. Lear 














voiced mother of the “Fairmount” home. 
Katherine quickly responded. “The Em- 
press of Britain is coming up the harbor! What! 
Coming up the harbor! No!—Never! Horrors!” 
This lucid conversation ended, Katherine rushed to 
the kitchen where her sister was preparing the dinner. 
“Betty! The Empress of Britain will be docked 
in half an hour, don’t waste a second! What will 
our dear- Mrs. Stott think if we miss seeing her?” 
“Only half an hour!” cried Betty dropping the 
rolling pin on her pastry and speeding up the stairs 
after her sister. “No time for apple pies.” : 
In a few minutes the sisters boarded an electric 
car passing their gate. Breathless and laughing, they 
dropped into a seat, and were soon at the wharf 
where the Empress was landing. 
- It was a cold, stormy November day, and the men 
were finding it difficult to dock that great “floating 
city.” It was three o’clock before the sisters were 
allowed on board to experience the. joy of being 
clasped once more in the arms of their missionary 
friend. While these greetings were taking place, a 
gentle, sweet-faced widow stood back, quietly look- 
ing on and awaiting an introduction. Mrs. Stott soon 
made the necessary introductions, and the everlasting 
friendship between Mrs. Menjies and Betty began. 
Mrs. Stott and Mrs. Menjies, missionaries under 
the China Inland Mission, were traveling from China 
to Western Canada. Their ship was to dock at Hali- 
fax for only an hour to gather mail before proceeding 
to St. John, N. B. What a spiritual uplift Katherine 


66 JK ‘seized moth Katherine,” called the sweet 


and Betty experienced as they drank in every word 
from the lips of these two who had not counted their 
lives dear unto themselves that they might preach the 
Gospel of the grace of God in China... 

“Girls,” said Mrs. Stott, when a gong sounded, 
“you must have a cup of tea with us. We can con- 
tinue our conversation over our teacups until the call 
for parting.” The little lady looked sadly at her watch. 

So the friends sat down together at a table in the 
brightly lighted dining saloon. They were having a 
fine time over their tea and toast when —the tragedy 
occurred ! 

“Well, we're off!” remarked their waiter with a 
cheerful English accent. 

“Off!” ejaculated Katherine and "etty. 

“Oh, yes, ladies, we’ve been off quite a few min- 
utes.” 

“But we're left on board,” cried Betty in dismayed 
horror as though this fact was not quite evident. 

“Oh, Mrs. Stott, what shall we do?” cried the girls 
in frightened dismay. 

“Why was the megaphone not sounded?” asked 
Mrs. Stott, rising from the table with queenly dignity. 
“This is an unheard of thing, not to give warning be- 
fore leaving. Girls, follow me to the Purser’s cabin.” 

“What’s the trouble?” queried the mystified pas- 
sengers, seeing a quartet of- females running madly 
for no apparent reason. The motion of the ship was 
not yet sufficient to warrant such undue haste. 

“Purser!” exclaimed Mrs. Stott, breathlessly, upon 
entering that gentleman’s office. “My friends are left 
on board!” 
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“Madam,”. replied he, “I cannot help that. They 

will now have. to go to St. John.” 
_ At this cold announcement, Katherine ran despair- 
ingly to the side of the deck and beckoned to. the 
dark receding shore. (She has often wondered since 
what: help she ever expected to receive from such a 
foolish performance.) 

“But surely,” pleaded Mrs. Stott, “you can let therm 
off! . Think of their mother’s awful suspense until 
we reach St. Jchn,.” 

“I’m _ sorry, madam,” returned the now relenting 
Purser, “but the Pilot left us fifteen minutes ago, and 
to stop this ship now would cost a thousand dollars! 
I suppose the storm was so noisy that you didn’t hear 
the megaphone. Well, all they can do is to take a 
stateroom — it will cost only ten dollars for the 
night. You may send a wireless message to their 
mother if you wish.” 

But the girls realized that, living out in the country 
as they did, there would be little likelihood that the 
message would be delivered before morning, and by 
that time a telegram from St. John could be sent. 
_ The darkness of a wild November night, the howl- 
ing wind, and storm-lashed sea—all tended to make 
the situation more harrowing as the four turned their 
backs upon the undisturbed Purser and went down- 
stair$ to their staterooms. 

“The only difference between our rooms,” remarked 
Mrs. Menjies, “is that your wardrobe is not so large 
as ours. 

“Well, of course that won’t inconvenience us, as 
our only luggage is our umbrella!” answered Betty. 
“But.the worst is to be seen when I take off my coat.” 

“What is the trouble, dear?” questioned Betty’s 
new friend. For answer Betty slipped off her coat, 
and stood, a hopeless figure, dressed in her best serge 
skirt, with an old, soiled kitchen blouse trimmed with 
a lace collar. 

“Oh, Betty, you look like a scarecrow. You can 
never go to dinner in such a rig!” exclaimed her sis- 
ter. “I don’t know just how we're going to pay for 
this trip on eighty cents, either. That’s all I have in 
my purse, Betty!” 

“Girls,” said Mrs. Stott, “I feel sure our heavenly 
Father will help us out of this difficulty if we just 
trust him.” 

“Dear mother will be so anxious,” said the girls 
=" looking out of the port hole at the foaming 

eep. 

That precious mother little knew the great need of 
her prayers. But as she sat by the fire with her 
knitting, and listened to the storm, her heart was 
bowed in fervent petition for the safety of her girls. 
And they could never again doubt that God answers 
prayer, after what happened. 

Suddenly the motion of the ship ceased. The Purser 
sent a message to the ladies asking them to come to 
his office at once. When they arrived there, he was 
looking worried. He told them that the propeller 
must have been injured while docking in such a storm, 
and that they were casting anchor until it was mended. 
“However,” he added, “this unusual accident will help 
you ladies. If you wish it, I can send a wireless mes- 
sage for a tug to be sent out to bear you to land 
tonight.” 

“Oh,” said Mrs. Stott with shining eyes, “I was 
sure God would help us out of our difficulty.” That 
saint of God, in the Lord’s service in China for over 
thirty years, had learned that “our God does marvels.” 

When the tug came, the great difficulty that arose 
was how to get the girls on board. First they were 
rushed to the upper deck, then to the lower one, only 
to find it too great a distance to be dropped overboard. 

“Try the mail opening,” shouted an officer’s voice. 
Then ensued a stampede of ship hands, missionaries, 
and curious passengers after the wise suggester. 

“Yes, we can drop you down here, ladies! Now 
don’t be afraid! We'll just have to wait until the 
waves beat the tug against our ship. One of the boys 
can attach an electric light overhead to make sure 
where you're going !” 

“If you don’t mind,” said Betty in a weak voice, 
“I'd rather go to St. John.” 

“Oh, but this tug’s been sent out for the purpose 
of taking you ashore. You needn’t fear, we'll hold 
you safe, and the lads underneath will catch you all 
right.” After these assuring words, the girls bade 
their friends farewell, and stood ready in the opening 
from which they were to be cast out. 

The tug was tossed like a cork upon the dark waves, 
and the pelting rain added to the terrifying situation. 

“TI feel so queer. IT — think I’m going to faint,” whis- 
pered Betty. But Katherine was beyond hearing her 
sister’s words. A great wave had brought the tug 
to the side of the ship, and, having to obey orders in- 
stantly, Katherine had been dropped into the strong 
arms of the seamen. 

It was then that Betty experienced a supernatural 
power. She heard quite distinctly the words: “Un- 
derneath are the everlasting arms.” All fear and. 
faintness left her. Stepping forward, she felt herself 
being dropped into dark space, then was suddenly 
caught by strong arms, and she had bidden a final 
farewell to the Empress of Britain. 

Some months after this incident, in the Halifax, 
N. S., China Inland Mission Prayer Circle, a ques- 
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tion arose as to helping to support a missionary in 
China. The one they had been helping had given up 
her work on account of ill health. 

“Mrs. Menjies!” exclaimed Katherine and Betty in 
a breath. 

And then they told the story of their eventful trip 
with this faithful worker for the Master, who was 
then back at her station in China. She had been 
writing regularly such interesting, Spirit-filled letters 
to them. Mrs. Stott had not returned to China, for 
she had been called Home to be with Him whom she 
loved and served. 

So Mrs. Menjies was chosen by this little band of 
praying women in that prayer circle, and they still 
have every reason to praise God for their faithful 
prayer partner in far away Inland China. 

AVONDALE, Hatirax, N. S. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















And the common people heard him 


(Mark 12: 37). 


ad Ke mob [ochlos] which knows not the law is 
accursed,” said the heartless Pharisees, using the 
terribly strong word that Paul quotes in Galatians, 
“Cursed [epikataratos] is every one that hangeth on 
a tree.’ No wonder the masses turned wistfully to 
our Lord with his gracious words. But why did they 
especially at this time rejoice in his instruction? 

I like to think that it was because of the teaching 
he was just then giving. Mark, as befits a summary 
and outline Gospel, reports the text, “Sit thou on my 
right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 
But we may be sure that our Lord did not close with 
the quotation from the Psalm. What a glorious dis- 
course must have followed! What pictures of the 
coming kingdom of righteousness and peace, of uni- 
versal brotherhood, of the extinction of sin and death! 
No wonder they listened with intent, glad faces. 

The Greek for “common people” is ho polus ochlos. 
The “great multitude” heard him gladly. When we 
next meet the phrase (Rev. 7:9), “a great multi- 
tude” are standing before the throne and the Lamb, 
palms in hand. What a reward for open ears and be- 
lieving hearts that day in the Temple at Jerusalem! 
They now serve the Lord day and night in the temple 
of Heaven. They had heard the prophetic word, “The 
Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand.” 
They now witness its fulfillment as they cry, “Sal- 
vation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb.” 


gladly 


And when he had looked round about on them 
with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their 
hearts (Mark 3:5). 


E WAS not simply grieved at their hardness. 

There is a sun with the word. He is grieved with 
them at their hardening. It is the note of Isaiah, 
“Surely these are my people... in all their affliction 
he was afflicted.” Angry at them, he yet sorrowed 
with them. He looked down the perspective of the 
centuries and saw to what woe this hardening was 
leading them “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in” (Rom. 11:25). 

New Hampton, N. H. 


7 
When Some College Girls Prayed 


By a College Senior 


T A Victorious Life Conference at Keswick a 
year ago a certain young girl, who had just 
finished her sophomore year in college, saw in 

a new way the power of fervent, unceasing prayer. 
She returned to college that fall with a strong resolve 
to pray and watch God work. 

A prayer group was formed, of six girls who de- 
termined to meet an hour every week for prayer. Im- 
mediately “after making this resolution obstacles and 
difficulties arose. It was so hard to find time, in the 
rush of college, when all could gather together for 
even a few minutes of prayer. Interruptions were 
‘numerous even in the act of praying, for there is lit- 
tle privacy in dormitories. Above all, the greatest 
difficulty was thé lack of vital interest on the part 
of the girls who were praying. There was not a 
burden for souls on their hearts. They had not fully 
surrendered themselves, so it is small wonder they 
were not concerned with the salvation of others. 

In spite of all these barriers, the Lord wondrously 
answered prayer. He showed in a marked way his 
readiness to respond to the most hesitating, faltering 
faith. He proved to the girl who had decided to ven- 
ture forth in a new life of prayerful, watchful wait- 
ing that he could and would do exceeding abundantly 
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more than she could ask or think! She was privileged, 
during that junior year in college, to experience the 
joys not to be excelled —those joys that come when 
we actually see that “Prayer Changes Things.” 

One of the most wonderful answers to prayer was 
the growth of a Morning Watch out of the observance 
of a National Y. W. C. A. Week of Prayer. It was 
decided to hold it every morning for ten minutes in 
the parlors. The attendance was beyond our best 
expectations. We had never dreamed that certain 
girls would come who dropped in faithfully every 
morning. We discovered to our surprise that it was 
not the Student Volunteers, or the Y. W. C. A. Cab- 
inet, that were supporting this Quiet Time, but some 
of the most indifferent and worldly in the school! At 
the end of the week our Dean of Women, to whom 
we owe much for encouragement in religious matters, 
asked that the meetings be continued indefinitely. 

We launched forth blindly, but in trustful assurance 
that the Lord would guide continually. Again he did 
much more than we expected, for the Morning Watch 
grew, until the attendance sometimes reached as high 
as forty. There were many fluctuations in the attend- 
ance, but it never grew so low that it was impossible 
to hold the meeting. We are glad to say the observ- 
ance of these few but precious moments is to continue 
this coming college year. We are trusting that it will 
be the avenue through which many may be led to a 
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Vesper services, held every Sunday for a half- 
hour, were also revolutionized through prayer. The 
attendance grew so large that many wondered, for the 
plan of service remained the same. We alone who 
were praying knew the reason for the mighty change. 
The Holy Spirit directed girls to those meetings who 
attended no other service all day. 

In the formation and direction of Discussion Groups 
there were also marvelous and direct answers to 
prayer. One group discussing the question, ‘Does 
college weaken or strengthen religious faith?” unex- 
pectedly lasted until early morning. Girls eagerly 
questioned, and listened to the simple story of salva- 
tion. Many times the talk drifted into deep theologi- 
cal questions, but somehow the Spirit always led back 
to the vital matter of our relation to Christ. Many 
saw for the first time the difference between a moral 
person and one who is truly a Christian. Some of the 
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most faithful attendants at Morning Watch, after that, 
were from this eventful Discussion Group. 

The Lord, in answer to prayer, had made a success 
of the Discussion Groups be nd our greatest hopes. 
Hitherto they had been more or less superficial, car- 
ried on with little interest among the girls. At the 
close of the third meeting girls were asking that they 
might be continued, which was unusual. The best 
part of it is. that this was not the end, but the open- 
ing up of many doors for personal work. 

It seemed hardly possible to us that our little group, 
through its prayers, could so change the. atmosphere of 
the campus, that any outsider would notice it. A re- 
ligious leader, however, who had been coming to the 
college for several years in succession, remarked this 
year about the different and new feeling prevalent in 
meetings. He told some of the faculty that he could 
sense a-new spirit permeating the campus, entirely 
lacking on his previous visits. He said that some 
group must be praying, — only that could account for 
the evident change in response to his messages. We, 
who were praying that the Holy Spirit might fill the 
speaker with fullness of power, were delighted when 
we noticed how much more simply and effectively he 
spoke than on former occasions. A _ great barrier 
seemed to have been broken down, and he was enabled 
to do a greater work. 

This is what the Lord did while we prayed. So 
long as we met in our little group and waited upon 
him in simple trust, “he did wonderful things! It 
grieves us to be forced to confess that the unbroken 
continuance of our prayer-meetings was not main- 
tained. We cannot imagine what great things might 
have been accomplished had we all been of one mind in 
Christ Jesus, with a burden for souls upon our hearts. 

But how grateful to God we are for the answers 
that came to our prayers during the past year! The 
lessons we learned in the school of prayer are more 
valuable and lasting than any learned in the classroom. 
We have no greater desire for the coming year than 


that God will somehow form a finer, more consecrated ~ 


prayer group, a group willing to give time to praying, 
individually and together, for our college. And it is 
our earnest prayer that similar groups may spring up 
in other colleges, to share with us the unsurpassable 
joys that come from watching “PRAYER CHANGE 
THINGS.” 








Son at College 








Letters from a Farm Mother to Her | 


IX. Slurring the Bible 











kylight Farm. 
Dear Boy o’MINE: — 

There, Boy! You have encountered the very thing 
I was talking about in my last letter to you. You 
say that a visitor at chapel the other day made an 
address that was the finest thing of its kind you ever 
heard. Taking for his text Genesis 1:16, “He made 
the stars also,” he proceeds in such a clever, fascinat- 
ing way to demonstrate how society, in the various 
realms of life, gives whole pages of advertisement to 
the brilliant and showy and passes over with a single 
obscure line achievements that are destined to prove 
of tremendous iniportance in ages to come. Even as 
my father in his boyhood journal, under date of April 
15, 1865, records in a long, badly-spelled paragraph 
how he “put meadow mud around so many apple trees, 
went to school and missed two, came home, washed 
my face,” and so on, and then, in a single sentence, 
“President Lincoln was shot last night.” 

I have no doubt it was, even as you say, a “keen” 
speech and you will never forget it. I am glad to 
note, however, that you add: “Oh, I know what you 
will say about the text he chose. But you have to 
overlook that. Everything else he said was straight 
stuff and put in such a brilliant way. It made you 
feel as if the applause from the grandstand is after 
all such a mean incentive.” I am glad that, though 
you saw the flaw in an otherwise perfect argument, 
you could draw inspiration from what you heard. You 
will have to do a lot of sifting in the search for truth. 
But I happened to see a letter that H— wrote her 
mother about the same speech. She said: “Now 
don’t throw a fit about the text he took. That was 
the finest chapel address we have had since I have been 
here. And as a matter of fact, though I suppose I'll 
shock you, that’s just the way that sentence in the 
Genesis account of Creation has always sounded to 
me —as if our little moon looked ever so much big- 
ger and more important to the writer than did the tiny, 
twinkling stars, tacked up in his hard little firmament.” 
And so one of the sublimest. sentences in the Word 
of God, sublime in its bare, unadorned simplicity, is 
rendered ridiculous, and the music of a grand sym- 
phony is jarred into irritating discord, even as the 
works of the old masters are often desecrated nowa- 
days by the “jazzing” of modern dance orchestras. 
That sentence about the stars is no more crude and 
impossible than the first statement in the Bible, or 


seen 


that awful rest that occurs in the crashing chords of 
the Revelation: “There was silence in heaven about 
the space of half an hour.” The ominous hush before 
the roar of the storm. 

You will find it necessary all your life, if you are 
going to be true to the Word of God and its stern 
demands, to reject much that seéms the highest art. 
I do not by any means hold with a modern dramatic 
critic of high standing when he says: “The accom- 
plishment, if not perhaps always the intention, of all 
human art is the lowering of human virtue. ... It has 
been kept alive by man’s unregenerate sinfulness 
alone.” That is far too sweeping an indictment. But 
it sounds a note of warning that one cannot afford 
to ignore, particularly when one realizes that it comes 
from a patron of the arts, a man of no Christian bias. 
More and more you must learn to “hearken not to the 
voice of the charmers, charming never so wisely,” to 
“believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether 
they are of .” Of course it is not necessary to 
reject all the fine suggestions of this speaker just be- 
cause he got off to a bad start. Jesus warned against 
a premature rooting up of tares that might destroy 
the growing wheat. And I do not want you to develop 
what some one calls “a nose for heresy.” But I do 
pray that you will be thoughtful, sober, vigilant, not 
permitting yourself to be swept off your feet by beauty 
that is not molded with due reverence for truth. 

Here is a warning of another sort. Certain facts 
have recently come to my knowledge that convince me 
that this college which means so much to us all needs 
our earnest prayers if she is to continue her existence. 
That will, I know, be to you as unexpected as alarm- 
ing. It isa fact that you had best keep to yourself, 
for a loss. of confidence among students or patrons 
now might be the very thing to bring disaster. It 
will be no news to you that the whole State is going 
through. desperately hard times. I have learned 
through our denominational board that the prosperity 
of the college is by no means so sound as we have been 
led to believe. It’s a long tale of bad investments, 
bad management, and unfulfilled promises. I know 
and rejoice that your roots have already struck deep 
there. “In nothing be anxious,” but pray daily with 
me that God will establish an institution so-dear to us 
all and enable it to go on bearing fruit for his com- 
ing glory. 

Your Moruer. 
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I am to teach in a rural school 
I think religious 


Dear Mother Ruth: 
consisting of the first four grades. 
\ will be left to my discretion. I shall have a 
mixed set of children, some attending the Congregational 
church, some Catholic, some Jewish, and some who have 
no religious training at all. Can you help me by telling 


me what to do? Have you any books that you might 
suggest? I feel that during opening exercises we might 
sing a song,.as “Father, We Thank Thee,” and repeat the 
Lord’s Prayer or the Twenty-third Psalm, Would you 
extend the religious training any farther? I know your 
teply will be helpful, for so many of the answers you have 
given to other girls’ questions have helped’ me. Sincerely, 
A. DAUGHTER. 


Y DEAR-“DAUGHTER”: I can feel with you, 

that you will have to be as wise as a serpent, 
and as harmless as a dove, as the Word tells. You 
have a wonderful opportunity, and you must have the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Don’t allow a single 
day to pass without asking for wisdom, as we are 
told in James 1: 5. f course you will have your 
program made out for the day when you enter the 
schoolroom. When you make it out, kneel before 
Him, and let him give you the Scripture and make the 
selection of the chapter. If led, give them sometimes 
a story from the Bible, by the story method, or read 
one from a book, and you will be amazed to see how 
it remains with them. I know a teacher who has 
the privilege that you have, and she has made it tell 
for God. Some of her children are foreigners, and 
they have become so interested in her selections that 
if’ she changes and gives a story from some other 
book than the Bible, they will ask her to read from 
the Bible. She has had the blessed privilege of giv- 
ing some of them the Book by their request. She has 
in this way been able to give out quite a number of 
copies of the Gospel of John, and one or two Bibles. 
She is particular not to take more time than is allowed 
for this, so that there will be no complaint made 
against her, and does not go beyond her privilege, 
but, with wisdom sought from above, she is accom- 
plishing much for God through his Word... 

There are many good books containing stories of 
the Bible. I am sure you will find the following ones 
helpful. “Story of the Bible,” by Charles Foster 
(Chas. Foster Pub. Co., Philadelphia, $2), and “Chil- 
dren’s Gateway to the Bible Story-Land,”. by Mrs. 
Laura Merrihow Adams (The Union Press, Philadel- 
phia, $1.50). 513 

. As.to the prayer, have you thought of the influence, 
through the Holy Spirit, of praying audibly yourself? 
No doubt you may have some in your class who have 
never heard anyone speak out loud to the Father in 
Heaven. Although you say only a few words and ask 
a blessing on the,work of the day, you will find it 
will change the whole place, and give an atmosphere 
to the schoolroom that can be had in no other way. 

As a teacher in a public school in a mining camp in 
Montana, where they had had boys, of sixteen who 
came to. school drunk, I began with prayer and the 
Word of God, and I assure you God blessed us in a 
new way, and the school never had done the work that 
it did that year. How it will pay you to have the 
wisdom of God for that situaticn! And all you have 
to do is to ask for it, and you will have it! 


Holy Boldness 
By Edith F. Norton 


= AM cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again 
toward thy holy temple” (Jonah 2:4). Are we 
bold enough with God? I do not speak of that flip- 
pant familiarity that many carnal minded Christians 
ignorantly display in their attitude toward Deity, but 
rather of that holy boldness that is the rightful pre- 
rogative of the reverent and consecrated soul. Godly 
humility must precede holy boldness, and humbleness 
of mind freedom of access. Meekness of spirit is the 
essential requisite of the one who would know how to 
demand and take things from God. But the one who 
possesses the greatest meekness of spirit is the one 
who senses best his unworthiness to ask or expect 

ing from the Lord. Yet he is commanded and 
encouraged so to do, indeed not to do so is to be dis- 
obedient to the command, “Ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full” (John 16:24). 

Jonah, whose words stand at the beginning of this 
meditation, had sinned grievously against God; of pre- 
sumption and of disobedience had he been guilty; but, 
confessing his sin, he dared yet to look again toward 
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_ the Lord, and his prayer was heard and answered. He 


says, “ my soul fainted within me I remembered 
the Lord: and my prayer came in tnto thee, into thine 


* holy temple.” 


Then there was David. His gross-sins are not re- 
corded to add» to our self-complacency, for without 
doubt our stubborn pride and selfish indolence and-in- 
different unbelief are more grievous to God than his 
swiftly-entered, swiftly-repented-of sins. And after 
confessing his iniquities, how bold he was with God. 
We can well learn at his feet; let us follow. him in 
his importunate supplications, and see how this hum- 
ble, holy saint of God dared to hold God to his faith- 
ful word of promise to help and deliver the trusting 
soul. He says, “Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God.” 
“Hear me_when I call, O God of my righteousness.” 
“Give ear to my words, O Lord ... hearken unto the 
voice of my cry.” “Why standest thou afar off, O 
Lord? . . . O God, lift up thine hand.” “How long 
wilt thou forget me, O Lord? for ever?” “Plead my 
cause, O Lord... stand up for mine help.” “Keep 
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not silence: O Lofd.; ./..stit. up thyself, and awake to 
my judgment.” ‘“Maké“haste‘to-help me; O Lord my 


salvation.” “Hold not thy peace at my tears.” “Thou 
art my King, O God: command deliverances for Ja- 
cob.” “Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord?” “How 


long, Lord? wilt thou hide thyself for ever?” “O 
God . . . show thyself.” “Lift up thyself.” These 
interjected supplications are constantly accompanied 
by cries of triumph. 

“Thou hast heard me, O Lord.” “Thou wilt de-' 
liver,” and in Psalm 57:2 he declares, “I will cry 
unto God most high; unto God that performest all 
things for me.” At last David had learned the lesson 
of victory over enemies—a constant searching and 
humbling of himself before God, a constant crying 
unto God for help, and a continuous flow of praise for 
the mercies vouchsafed. Surrender, prayer, praise, 
surely a formula we could all well follow each day, 
and say at last with David, “In God have I put my 
trust: I will not be afraid” (Psa. 56: 11). 

BrussELs, BELGIUM. 








Are Protestants Caring for the Children ? 


Why criticism in favor of Catholicism 
is unjust 


By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 














that the Protestant church would look after 

its children as the Catholic church does. Why 
is it that the Protestants fail to recognize the impor- 
tance of caring for the child in its early years? And 
how many of us, as we hear such complaints, agree 
that we are not doing what we should. -But, looking 
the matter squarely in the face, just what is the Ro- 
man Catholic church doing for its young that the 
Protestant church has neglected? In what way is 
their system any better than ours? Why is it that, 
according to statistics of less than ten years ago, only 
about one out of every seven or eight Catholic chil- 
dren is receiving formal religious instruction? Just 
how far is the Roman Catholic church ahead of us in 
the care and training of its young? Consider what 
the Protestant church has provided, through the Sun- 
day-school, for the care and nurture of the child, — 
I refer to the youth under twelve years. The Cath- 
olic church tries to hold the child until confirmation, 
at about twelve years of age. We keep our little ones 
under twelve in the children’s division, and, in order 
that the most effective work may be done, divide this 
into four grades or departments. 

First is the Cradle Roll, where a babe may be en- 
rolled at the moment of birth. Superintendent and 
helpers call upon the parents and show the interest 
they feel in this new member. The pastor calls, and 
expresses his pleasure at having baby a part of the 
church. Other members of the church. or church or- 
ganizations visit the home and invite the parents to 
attend Bible classes, missionary societies, or other de- 
partments. The mother and father are helped to train 
the child properly by means of literature sent into the 
home. When the child is old enough to attend Sun- 
day-school, he is brought to the Cradle Roll class, and 
remains there until he is about four years of age. All 
this time the loving, helpful care of the Cradle Roil 
Department has surrounded the home, Are we, as 
a Protestant church, not caring for the spiritual train- 
ing of our very young? 

At four years of age the child enters the second of 
our four divisions, the Beginners Department. Heré 
he is most carefully looked after, for the aim of this 
department is ‘to lead him to the heavenly Father. 
And for two years, although he is too young to attend 
school, he learns to show love, trust, and reverence 
for God; to think of the heavenly Father in daily 
life; to show his love for God through prayer, praise, 
and effort to please- him; and his love for others 
through acts of helpfulness. Does not this department 
show that we are caring for the religious development 
of the child in our midst? 

Now we have reached the third department of our 
children’s division, the Primary. And this is perhaps 
the most misused and least understood of any. I men- 
tion this because every school will say, “Yes; we have 
a Primary Department,” and then upon investigation 
we find that in this department are children of all 
the other grades. It should include only children of 
six, seven, and eight years. Occasionally it is profit- 
able to keep the nine-year-old class in here also. These 
children have broader interests now that they are 
in school and come in contact with other children; 
the vocabulary is growing; they can read a little, but 
not very readily; the imaginative powers are most 
vivid. The aim of this department is to lead the child 
to trust, to love, and to reverence God the Father; to 
show reverence and love for God’s Book, God’s house, 
God’s day; to show obedience to the heavenly Father; 
to learn to know Christ. We are building, you will 
observe, upan the foundation laid in the two other de- 
partments. 

It has been said that it is in the second grade that 


N OW and then some one heaves a sigh and wishes 


the Catholics get in their best work. Their choicest 
teachers are kept for this grade. But here again we 
have done as well. For years our best, most conse- 
crated teachers have been detailed to the Primary 
grade, whether it was the old-time Infant Class or 
the present Primary Department. The best we have 
had has always been used for the children. Have we 
failed in our care of the child? 

The fourth or last department is the Junior, and it 
is one of the most interesting. Here ‘we have the 
child from nine to twelve. This has been called the 
habit-clinching period, when habits learned in earlier 
years are clinched, usually for life. For nine years 
the child has lived in an atmosphere of love for God, 
the heavenly Father; the way has been prepared for 
him to believe on Christ as his personal Saviour, and 
to make an open confession of his faith by uniting with 
the church. The years from nine to twelve have been 
called the “Golden Memory” period, for what we mem- 
orize then is supposed to remain with us for life; so 
we pour in much of Scripture that will harden into a 
solid foundation. It is the time of ceaseless energy, of 
unbounded enthusiasm, of a “thousand muscles to 
wiggle but not one to keep still.” The Junior is led 
to an experience in worship; to a working knowledge 
of God’s Book; to an understanding of Bible geog- 
raphy and history; to give expression to what he has 
learned through acts of kindness to others. Have we 
not outlined a practical plan for the normal religious 
development of the child of this age? Does any other 
church do more? 

In addition to the care given the child through the 
Sunday-school, consider the many outside agencies 
provided by the church. There are the Junior Chris- 
tian Endeavor and kindred societies, a great num- 
ber and variety of missionary societies for boys and 
girls of all ages; there are the temperance societies 
and guilds of different kinds. All these have been 
planned with a view to training the child religiously. 
And what greater agency have we than the splendid 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools, where for two to four 
weeks the boys and girls receive intensive religious 
instruction at a time when, released from school, there 
is every opportunity to get into mischief? Again, in 
promoting the week-day Bible School, has the Prctes- 
tant church given any indication that she is not con- 
cerned over the religious training of her young? 

No other body cares for the little child better than 
the Protestant church today, and when some one 
grieves because we are not doing so well as the Cath- 
olics, let him make a careful study of what is really 
being accomplished; it may change his attitude. We 
have done as the Lord Jesus did, — placed the child 
in the midst of our church life, and we have sur- 
rounded him with the best of religious instruction, 
as far as the church is concerned. If the home falls 
down in its work, then the church ought net to be 
blamed any more than the government should be 
censured because there are some who break the law. 
It is not the fault of the government, but of the indi- 
vidual. We have set the child in his proper place, 
in the midst, and are giving him of our best in time, 
in teaching, in equipment; and we expect the best to 
come back to us in lives growing up in service for 
the Master. 

Corat Gastés, FLA, 


If you have much to do with boys, Mr. Howard’s 
book of sixty “Boy-Talks” will prove to be a very 
great help in what the talks contain, and in the way 
in which they get at the boy heart and boy life. It 
is issued by Harper and Brothers, 49 E. 33rd Street, 
New York City, at $1.50, a book of 216 pages. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 15. JESUS AND SINNERS 
International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 2 : 1-17 
Golden Text.—I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.— Mark 2: 17 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
It passeth knowledge, that dear love of thine, 
My Saviour, Jesus: yet this soul of mine 
Would of thy love, in all its breadth and length, 
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength, 
Know more and more. —Mary Sheckleton. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 3.—Sick of the palsy. A paralytic. Borne 
of four. Note Mark’s fondness for picturesque detail 
(cf. Matt. 9:2),—one of the evidences that this 
Gospel comes from an eyewitness. 


Verse 4.—Uncovered the roof. The house, whether 
of orie story or two, was almost certainly bu lt around 
three sides of a rectangular courtyard. The gateway 
would be on the fourth side. As the courtyard was 
packed with people, and the gateway also, it was im- 
possible for them to force a way through with the 
sick man. 

The roof would be a flat one protected by a para- 
pet (Deut. 22:8). Access to the roof would be ob- 
tainable by a stairway on the outside. From the roof 
a light awning of tiles probably stretched out form- 
ing a veranda to the courtyard below. Leaning over 
the parapet it would not be a difficult matter to re- 
move some of the tiling. Through the gap thus made 
the sick man was lowered to the very feet of the Lord 
Jesus where he stood, or sat, on the veranda preach- 
ing to the crowd before him. Or the roof may have 
been simply of thatch. The narrative implies rather 
a one-story house which would agree with what we 
gather as to the humble position of the Lord and his 
disciples. 

Bed. A pallet or stretcher. 


Verse 5.—Seeing their faith. The faith of all five 
must have been robust to overcome all the obstacles 
in the way of bringing the sick man to the Lord Jesus. 

It is not necessary for us to suppose that this faith 
was, for instance so well informed as that of Peter 
when he made his great confession, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16: 16). 
Nor, indeed, was it probably so well informed as the 
faith that we ourselves exercise. It amounted simply 
to a recognition that the sick man was in urgent need 
and that the Lord Jesus was somebody who could sup- 
ply that need. Probably it included some_ idea, how- 
ever vague, that it was by the power of God that he 
could thus help. But it was sufficient for the Lord. 
Thank God we do not need to be learned in theology 
in order to release the pent-up love of his heart which 
is always seeking an outlet into our lives. 

Son. Literally, “child,” a word of peculiarly tender 
address. The man came expecting healing of the body. 
He found, no doubt to his surprise, that the Lord be- 
gan with his soul. The Bible does not tell us any- 
thing about the man’s thoughts, so it is idle to dog- 
matize, but probably the Lord’s first words started him 
into some recognition of his desperate spiritual condi- 
tion even if he had not already known it. It may be, 
as has been suggested, that his paralysis was the re- 
sult of sin. Of that we cannot be sure, but even if 
he had been the purest man in Capernaum his great- 
est need must still have been forgiveness, just as ours 
is. And the Lord Jesus would show him that he was 
not a mere philanthropist or wonder worker. Men 
will hurry off anywhere to a person who professes 
to be able to cure disease. 

Verse 6.—Scribes. The existence of the law jn- 
volved the necessity of its.careful and systematic study. 
This was at first the work of the priests (Mal. 2:7). 
Ezra himself may be regarded as the founder of scrib- 
ism, but he was also a priest (Ezra 7: 1-6). The study 
of the law, however, was the concern of every Israel- 
ite. From the very beginning God had provided that 
every head of a family should be the teacher of the 
family (Exod. 12: 26), hence it was only fulfilling his 
divine purpose that others, and not merely the priests, 


should occupy themselves in the study. This tendency , 


was carefully fostered by Ezra (Neh. 8:1-9), for he 
realized that a real national revival could only come 
about through the operation of the law of God in 
men’s hearts. Under such encouragement non-priestly 
Israelites more and more occupied themselves in this 
sacred work. This tendency was enhanced when, dur- 
ing the period of paganizing apostasy, many of the 
priests themselves became entangled with heathenism. 
From that time onward the scribes became the real 
spiritual teachers and leaders of the nation. In the 
time of the New Testament we find this process com- 
pleted. The scribes then formed a firmly compacted 
class in undisputed spiritual supremacy over the peo- 
ple. 


Reading: Psalm 32: 1, 2, 5-7, 10, 11. 

Primary Topic : Jesus Forgives a Sinner. 

Lesson Material; Mark 2: 3-12. 

Memory Verse: Son, thy sins are forgiven.—Mark 2: 5. 
Junior Topic: Jesus Heals and Forgives. 

Lesson Material: Mark 2; 3-12. 
lavermedings tad Senion Topic: Soous th 

medi i opic : e Friend of Sinners. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Jesus’ Power Over Sin. 











The portion of the text indicated by. the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 3-12, 15-17 
3 And they come, bringing unto him a man sick of the 
palsy, borne of four. 4 And when they could not 1 come 
nigh unto him for the crowd, they uncovered the roof 
where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let 
down the *bed whereon the sick of the palsy lay. 5 And 
Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of the palsy, 
%Son, thy sins are forgiven. 6 But there were certain of 
the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7 
Why doth this man thus speak? he blasphemeth: who can 
forgive sins but one, even God? 8 And straightway Jesus, 
perceiving in his spirit that they so reasoned within. them- 
selves, saith unto them, Why reason ye these things in 
your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the sick of the 
palsy, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and take up 
thy 2bed, and walk? 10 But that ye may know that the 
Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins (he 
saith to the sick of tke palsy), 11 1 say unto thee, Arise, 
take up thy * bed, and go unto thy house. 12 And he arose, 
and straightway took up the 2 bed, and went forth before 
them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified 

God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 


15 And it came to pass, that he was sitting at meat in 
his house, and many ‘ publicans and sinners sat down with 
Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they 
followed him. 16 And the scribes 5 of the Pharisees, when 
they saw that he was eating with the sinners and ‘ pub- 
licams, said unto his disciples, °How is it that he eateth 
Tand drinketh with * publicans and sinners? 17 And when 
Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are ® whole 
have no need of a physician, but they that are sick: I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

1 Many ancient authorities read, bring him unto him. 
*Or, pallet. *Gr., Child. *That is, collectors or renters 
of Roman taxes. Some ancient authorities read, and 
the Pharisees. ¢Or, He eateth . .. sinners. 7 Some 
ancient authorities omit, and drinketh. ®Gr., strong. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
geherally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 7.—Who can forgive sins? The scribes’ argu- 
ment was perfectly valid on their own premises. Their 
argument may be set forth thus: (1) Amy man who 
claims to forgive sins is a blasphemer, for he usurps 
the prerogative of God. (2) This man claims to for- 
give sins. (3) Therefore he is a blasphemer. 

The whole question at issue, however, was whether 
Jesus was merely man. The scribes assumed that he 
was, and for the most part would not even conde- 
scend to examine the evidence. In that assumption 
lay their fatal mistake. The scribes suffered from 
having closed minds. That is why the Lord Jesus 
so often urged that it was only by becoming like lit- 





“My Father’s Business” 
By Amos R. Wells 


“&LT7NEW ye not,”* said Christ in boyhood as 
; they sought him in their fear, ‘‘F must be 
about the business of my Father now and here?*’ 
And this business of his’ Father thus’he hasteaed. to 
begin, what but lifting men to Heaven? what but 
ing their sin? See him asthe. paralytic, 
owered by the kindly four, with his pallor. and his 
anguish mutely begs him to restore. Hear him 
speaking to the sick one waiting eager on the floor: 
**Son, thy sins are ah forgiven; go in peace and 
sin no more.** ‘Thus the Saviour sped his mercy, 
thus he gave the best thing first, conquered thus the 
‘central evil whereby mortals are accursed. Easy 
then to add the trifle of the least regarded dole; 
easy then to heal the body, having purified the soul. 
Hear the Saviour summon Matthew from his calling 
harsh and grim. See how Matthew spurned his 
money, left it. all and followed him! Hear him 
call his brother sinners from their mercenary hell: 
‘Come and see the great Physician! I was sick 
but now am well!*” Ah, the Pharisaic blindness! 
Ah, the ugly mutterings! Ah, the pride that holds 
us also from the touch of better things! For the 
Father’s business calls us through the mercy of the 
Son; it is loving and forgiving: let the Father’s 
will be done! 
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tle children and imitating the child’s candor and open- 
ness of mind that a man could enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Verse 8.—Perceiving in his spirit. “The word of 
God is quick, . . . piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit” (Heb. 4:12). 

Verse 9.—Which is easier? The easier thing to say 
was “Thy sins are forgiven,” for no one could tell 
whether the word had any power or not. The harder 
thing to do was to bid the man “Arise, .. . and walk.” 
But the Lord immediately gave proof that he was 
able to say what was to them the harder word and 
it would be obeyed. They should have been willing to 
draw the inference that ‘the other word also had power, 
—that he could forgive sins as well as heal dis- 


eases, — and that therefore, on their own principles, 
he must be God. 


Maa 15.—His house. That is, Levi’s (Luke 5: 
29). 
_ Verse 16.—And sinners, i. e., those indifferent to re- 
ligion, or to scribism, in other words. Just as today 
many people have no use for the churches but would 
respond to the Lord himself. 


Verse 17—Normally, the sick man sends for the. 


doctor, but here.it was the doctor himself seeking out 
the sick and inviting them to allow him to heal them. 
The scribes were quite right in one thing: these peo- 
ple with whom the Lord Jesus was concerting were 
indeed sinners; they needed saving and needed it badly, 
but the professing people of God repelled them, while 
the Lord attracted them. The goodness of the scribes 


was harsh and cold and censorious. The goodness - 


of the Lord was kind and heart-warming and compell- 
ing. Which is ours? “Lord, make all the bad people 
good, and make the good people nice,” a little girl 


once prayed. Perhaps some of us need to pray that. 


for ourselves. 
A Lesson Outline 
1. Pardon (v. 5). 
2. Power (v. 12). 
3. Peace (v. 15). 
Golden Topics 
1. The restored relationship with God. 
2. The restored power for a useful life. 
3. The restored relationship and joy. 
The Practical Aim 


To get pupils to understand something of the love 


of the Lord Jesus even though they have sinned. 
Final Word 


Hark, my soul! It is the Lord; 
’Tis thy Saviour; hear his word; 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee; 
“Say, poor sinner, lov’st thou me?” 
—W. Cowper. 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times-staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW many-times in these first two chapters of Mark’s 
Gospel do you. find mention of the widespread fame 
and popularity of Christ? 
2. Where did the great crowd come from that filled 
the house and the yard? 
3. Does the faith of the three friends give you encour- 
agement to pray for others? (Personal.) 
4. What light is i here on the purpose of Christ 
in working miracles 
5. How did Christ Jesus show that no physical malady 
can be so serious as spiritual sickness or unforgiven sin ? 
6. What bearing on his deity has Christ’s statement 
concerning forgiveness of sin? 
7. If God can forgive sins, why was it necessary for 
Christ to die? 
8. Wherein, in addition to the forgiveness of sins and 
the physical healing, is Christ’s omnipotence seen in this 
lesson! 


9. How is the incident of Matthew’s call an answer to 


those who seem_to think they must wait to feel right be- 


fore accepting Christ? 


10. In whose house did Jesus sit down to eat with 
publicans, and what was the occasion? 


11. What opposing factor was making itself apparent 
at this time in Christ’s ministry? 
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Lesson for January 15 


Mark 2: 1-17 - 
12, What distinction did Christ draw between the 
Pharisees and sinners of his day? 


13.Upon what basis does this distinction place us .in 
to the saving power of Christ? ; 
14. Why did Christ’s enemies criticise him for associat- 
with sinners? 
15. What analogy did he use in reply? 
16. What was the common comment of the crowds, as 
they watched Christ at his everyday deeds? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week's Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law oF AssocraTION oF IpEas.—ZJdeas 
that are learned together tend to recur together. 











A Gece we compare the outstanding moral char- 
acter of Jesus with the degradation usually asso- 
ciated with publicans and sinners it is not so difficult 
to see why it should be thought a thing incredible that 
he would be found in the company of those who rep- 
resented a type of life so much at variance with his 
own. The criticism of his enemies, hypocritical scribes 
and Pharisees, was of course not sincere, and their 
intention was to cast odium upon him, but on the 
surface they had raised an objection that might be 
difficult for his friends to answer. However, Jesus 
overheard and gave the answer decisive for all time 
—as the physician is among the sick, not because he 
has their ailment, but that he may cure them of it, 
so the Lord went among sinners, not to share their 
sin, but to call them to repentance. 

t was so, therefore, when he was here, it will 
always be so, that the name of Jesus is associated 
with the name sinner. His very name was given him 
because he would save his people from their sins, and 
he gave it as a reason for his being in the world that 
he came to save sinners. Had there been no sin there 
had been no need of a Saviour, and wherever there is 
a recognition of sin there is need for him, for he is 
the only Saviour. This is not only his own teaching 
but the continued teaching of those who followed him 
and whom the Holy Spirit came later to guide into 
all truth. 

When every other purpose of his coming into the 
world has been stated, when every other designation 
has been given him, this purpose will be found at the 
heart of it and this designation will be found essential. 
He had power on earth to forgive sins because he was 
here to provide the way by which sins could be for- 
given. With his blessed name forever is associated 
not only the sad fact of human sin, but the blessed 
fact of the forgiveness of human sin, because he was 
willing to give his spotless self a ransom for those 
who were defiled in sin. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Seeking and Finding.—Jesus seeing their faith... 
Son, thy sins are forgiven (v. 5). Most people go 
through the world looking for something. Some look 
for old furniture, some for pictures, some for coins, 
some for one thing, some for another. It used to be 
I never walked through field or woods but I looked 
for minerals and bugs. I found both amethysts and 
beetles, much. to Mother’s disgust at house-cléaning 
time. The minerals were not so bad, but the bugs 
were impaled with pins upon boards—and women 
don’t like bugs dead or alive. Some people look for 
kindness and courtesy in places both high and low, 
and find them, too. Some go through the world look- 
ing for trouble, and such folks find lots of trouble. 
Jesus seems to have gone through his life looking 
for faith, “Whom do men say that I am?” he 
asked his. disciples. He was looking for that which 
indicated faith in himself. When he found it he was 
happy, for then he was able to give out the best he 
had. Then he could say to one lost in sin, “Son, thy 
sins are forgiven” (see Matt. 13:58; Luke 7:50). 
This proves his humanity and his divinity. For what 

ise a normal man more than for folks to have 
faith in him? Many a man has been nerved to do 
his best by, “I believe in you.” What greater thrill 
in life than to bring a man from death into life, to 
lift him out of hell into Heaven! Those men at Ocean 
Grove in our last lesson who have had “Son, thy 
sins are forgiven” spoken to them when those: sins 
had brought them to the place where the next step 
was despair and the gun, are noisier than ever you 
and I have been. For we have never been down where 
Jesus found them. Yes, Jesus was looking for faith 


Sr, 
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and not works. The works take care of themselves, 
following along after faith. 


The First Business.—Which is easier, to say,... 
Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and take up 
thy bed, and walk? (v. 9.) Faith and works. The 
Master manifested both. The motto of some rescue 
missions is “Soap, Soup, Salvation,” which being 
translated to the customers becomes: Clean up. Fill 
up. Look up. But the Master puts salvation first; 
then follows healing. It is in the next para- 
graph, under verse 16, we find the “soup.” I 
wonder if we are not inclined to forget the first 
business of the Christian and his church. Good gov- 
ernment is a matter of prime importance, and we must 
have it to continue as a nation. But good govern- 
ment is not the mission of the church. Social serv- 
ice is a matter of transcendent importance if we are 
to live secure in life and property. But social service 
is not the mission of the church, important as Y. M. 
C. A.’s, playgrounds, and the like are. Education, and 
especially Christian education, .is probably one of the 
world’s greatest needs. But schools and colleges and 
lectures are not the mission of the church. 
government, social service, education, have every one 
all come out of the lap of the church, but the mission 
of the church is the salvation of the world (John 3: 
16; Mark i6:15, 16). There are those who run the 
Sunday-school as a school, and then wonder why they 
can’t hold the bigger boys. Bless your heart, don’t 
you know the urge of most boys is to “play hooky” 
from school—-and Sunday-schools do not afford .a 
truant officer, not just yet in Coatesville. As H. Clay 
Trumbull, father of the present Editor, used to say, 
“The Sunday-school is a place of influence.” Here is 
where the life of the consecrated teacher touches the 
plastic boy and girl and leads them to the Saviour. 
a that come all the other good things (Matt. 6: 
33). 


The Proprieties.—How is it that he eateth and 
drinketh with publicans and sinners? (v. 16.) With 
us Gentiles eating and drinking have not as yet gotten 
down to a system unalterable as the laws of the Medes 
and Persians as they were in the East in that day. 
Here, when the dinner horn sounds, the civic population 
pours out of the great buildings, and good old Mrs. 
Childs and her imitators receive us with open arms, 
and we line up with the other people, and neither 
ask nor care whether the fellow next to us is Jew or 
Gentile, bond or free, plain or good looking. We 
give our order for poached eggs on toast for ourself 
and friend, the waitress squares herself and yells, 
“Adam and Eve on a raft—make it two!” Now 
if you can, just imagine such an order yelled some 
crowded evening in the big gilded dining room of the 
Onyx-Mahogany with its claw hammered men and 
décolletéd women! The house detective would have 
that waiter out of there so suddenly he wouldn’t know 
what grabbed him. Such a suggestion gives but a 
faint idea of the consternation caused by the wrecked 
proprieties that day in Jerusalem. Eating with pub- 
licans and sinners in public view by Jews in good 
standing was not done, either up on Zion Terrace or 
down in Jehoshaphat Alley. Proprieties always have 
a tenacious hold on civilization. I am trying to 
impress what it must have meant for our Lord 
thus to walk right into the Jewish proprieties and 
prejudices in order to save men and women. Re- 
member that woman of the street who came in while 
he was at a dinner party? (Luke 7: 36-40.) Sin- 
ners and publicans were, in their characters, no sweeter 
to Jesus than to the other Jews, but his mission in 
the world was to save them. The associations “down- 
town” are no sweeter to the mission worker (often a 
girl from a refined and sheltered home) than to my 
lady of the home—but down there are souls to be 
touched and saved, and that is what we are here for! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 








Lesson Calendar - 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The y Scheol Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 


1, January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus .....Mark 1 : 1-13 
2 January 8—Jesus and the Sick .....,...Mark 1: 21-4§ 
3. January 15.—Jesus and Sinners ........... Mark 2: 1-17 
4. January 22—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
g. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
M. rk 3: 7-125 6: 53-56 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
7. February 12.—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:14, 153 4: 1-34 
8. February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4: 35 to § : 20 
9. February 26—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 
Mark 5: 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13, 143 3 ! 13-19; 6: 7-13, 30 
11. March 11.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6: 31-44; 8: 1-10 
12, March 18.—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7: 1-23 
13. March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 
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The HMlustration Round Table. 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson, 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of oe Bo] text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
— desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


When Shipbuilding Stopped.—And he spake the 
word unto them (v. 2). A shipbuilder was once asked 
what he thought of George Whitefield, the great 
Methodist preacher. “Think!” he replied; “I tell 
you, my dear sir, every Sunday that I go to my parish 
church I can build a ship from stem to stern under 
the sermon; but under Mr. Whitefield I cannot lay 
a single plank!”"—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


The Canceled Note.—Forgiven (v. 5). Some one 
said, “A forgiveness ought to be like a canceled 
note, torn in two and burned up, so that it can never 
be shown against the man.”—From the Farmers’ Ad- 
agi Sent by Mrs. W. H. Sims, Holstein, Ont., 

an. 


A Useless Return.—W ho can forgive sins but one, 
even God? (v. 7.) An evangelist could not convince 
a lady that all the good things she did would not 
avail in God’s sight. Being very wealthy, she gave 
a supper to some poor people, and also provided clothes 
for them. An inspiration struck the evangelist, and he 
said to her: “If one of the guests thanked you very 
much for the clothes, but said, ‘I must make some 
small return,’ and rolled up his old clothes in a pare 
cel, and asked you to accept them in return, would 
you be pleased?” At once she said, “No.” Then it 
dawned on her how useless were all her efforts to 
make herself better, and she accepted the Lord as her 
Saviour and King.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


His False Hope.—Who can forgive sins but one, 
even God? (v. 7.) A worker in connection with the 
Irish Church Missions spoke to an old man, over 
eighty years of age, about the Saviour’s willingness 
to save. The man listened respectfully, then replied, 
“IT like what you say, but my Bible says that when 
the sinner meets God, his sins will be so heavy that 
the scale will be against him. His only hope is that 
the blessed Mother of God will come and place heg 
hand upon the other side of the scales and balance 
them. She will save us just when we are des 
spairing. She is the sinner’s hope.” The vise 
itor asked to see the book that contained this 
story. A copy of the famous “Glories of Mary” 
was produced.. This was the old man’s Bible, 
The visitor did not leave until the man had bought 
John’s Gospel and other Scriptures. Eighty years of 
age, and till then the Bible had been utterly unknown 
to him—From The Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs, 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


How Our Commander Lifts Us.—Saw that he. was 
eating with the sinners and publicans (v. 16). It is said 
that an English officer was once being treated with 
neglect and scorn by his fellow officers on account of 
his having been in an obscure position before he was 
promoted to a higher rank. His commanding officer 
heard of it, and one day stepped into the barracks and 
talked for a long time to this officer, then took him 
by the arm and walked with him for half an hour in 
front of the officers’ tents, while they saluted their 
commanding officer and showed respect to their 
brother officer. Jesus has identified himself with sin- 
ners.—From the Rev. A. B. Simpson. Sent by John 
Fleck, Prince Edward Island, Can. 


Our Goodness.—They that are whole have no need 
of a physician (v. 17). A mature man, university 
graduate, of a respectable, cultured family, was re- 
cently saved, and he says that before taking Christ ‘as 
his Saviour he comforted himself with the idea that 
he was living as well as most people do. This self-de- - 
fense, futile as it is, reminds one of a remark made by - 
Dr. John McNeill in a recent sermon. “I’m as good 
as you are—and that’s not saying much for either 
of us!” The “goodness” that you and I have in com- 
mon, by nature, God calls “filthy rags’—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


When the Invitation is a Command.—I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners (Golden Text). 
“Come” is an invitation; from the lips of the King it 
is a command. Our Lord’s invitations are in the im- 
perative—From the British Weekly. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


Our Lord’s Journey to Paradise.—J came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners (Golden Text). A police 
court missionary, while speaking of his work, said: 
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“Friends, did it ever strike you that Jesus 

Christ went to Paradise in company with 

a jailbird?”—From Joyful News. Sent 

by John Fleck, Prince Edward Island, 
an. 


Shall We cify What Sinners ?—/ 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
(Golden Text). The church of which 
Mr. Samuel Colgate was a member en- 
tered into an agreement to make special 
prayer for the conversion of sinners. 
They prayed earnestly for some days. 
When applicants for church membership 
were asked to present themselves, a wo- 
man came forward. ‘Heartbroken, she 
told ker story of what a sinner she had 

n, and how God had forgiven her for 
Christ’s sake, and she wished to slip into 
a corner of the church and have the fel- 
lowship of God’s people as she made the 
start for Heaven. The silence, as she 
finished, was oppressive. Then a member 
arose and moved that action on the appli- 
cation be postponed. Mr. Colgate arose 
and said, in part, “I think we made a 
blunder when we asked the Lord to save 
sinners. We did not specify what kind. 
I think we had all better ask God to 
forgive us for not specifying what kind 
of sinners we want saved. He probably 
did not understand what we wanted.” 
They all saw the point. The woman was 
received into their fellowship—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


ro 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thy love has so taken account of our utter 
need that thou hast sent thine only begotten 

n to meet that need. For only in him can 
we find the hope for sinners, a sure and 
unfailing answer to the problem of sin. We 
thank thee, our Father, for thine undeserved 
favor, for thy healing and forgiveness in 
Christ Jesus. May we accept thy full salva- 
tion, and in glad surrender to thee serve thee 

newness of life. In the name of our 
Lord Jesus. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—One day a man 
was trying to lead another to accept 
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Christ as his Saviour. “I’m not good 
enough,” said the other. “I'll admit that 
I’m a great sinner.” “Are you sure you 
are a sinner?” asked his friend. “Are 
you sure you are not deluding yourself 
by any false hope?” “False hope? What 
do you mean?” “Well, you see, unless 
you are a sinner there isn’t much hope 
for you, because it was not the righteous, 
but sinners whom Jesus came to save!” 
The man saw, and he believed. Is there 
a sinner here today who has not ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ as Saviour? Oh, 
don’t wait until you are good enough! 
Only Jesus can make you right with God. 
It is the sinner whom he saves. Praise 
his tame for that! Shall this be the 
day of acceptance for you? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet.” 
“In Jesus.” 

“He Lifted Me.” 

“On Christ, the Solid Rock.” 

“Alas! and Did My Saviour Bleed?” 
“Love Lifted Me.” 

“He Will Hold Me Fast.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) . 

“When I Confessed” (71 : 1, 2). Psalm ga:2, 2 
“Hear My Prayer” (118 : 1-3). 
Psalm 51 : 1-4, 9-20. 
“Harden Not Your Heart’ (210 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 1-s§, 8-14 
“Peace with God” (229 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-9; Romans g : 1. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark 2: 1-17, and try to fix 
these intense, living pictures in the 
minds of the children. 

After preaching and healing in many 
of the towns of Galilee, Jesus came back 
to Capernaum where he had healed peo- 
ple at the door of Simon and Andrew’s 
house, at the close of the Sabbath Day. 

The people remembered the great Phy- 
sician, and as soon as they heard that he 
had come back, a great crowd gathered 
in the home, filling the house, and even 
stopping the doors. 

But there was one man in Capernaum, 
whom we may call “John,” who could 
not walk to the house with the others. 
John had palsy, a kind of paralysis that 
caused his muscles to jerk and shake 
when he wanted to be still and rest, and 
when he wanted to stand and walk, his 
limbs could not hold him up or carry him 
about. He had little hope of ever be- 
ing able to walk and work as other men. 
Perhaps he had never heard of the great 
Physician until one day when four ear- 
nest, happy men came to see him, and 
told him that Jesus had come back and 
was around at Simon’s house. They 
even said that they were sure that the 
Master could heal him. : 

Now John had never seen Jesus heal 
the sick and cast out demons, and it was 
hard for him to believe that anyone could 
do him any good. But the four friends 
had seen Jesus heal hopeless looking 
cases. Perhaps some of them had felt 
the healing touch themselves. So they 
asked John to let them carry him to 
Jesus. John himself had very little faith, 
but. he let his friends carry him to Jesus. 

Each one of the strong, well men took 
hold of a corner of John’s pallet, and they 
were soon standing before Simon’s door. 
But they could not get in on account of 
the crowd. Not a single one was will- 
ing to move out of his place for the sick 
to get by. The four friends stopped to 
think. It would mean so much to John 
to see Jesus today; tomorrow the Master 
might be gone. They felt sure Simon 
and Andrew would be willing for them 
to break the thatched roof of their house 
to get a helpless man to Jesus. It was 
not easy to climb to the roof of a house 
with a sick man, but they finally got him 
up. They broke a place in the roof 
large enough to swing John through, and 
then laid him at the feet of Jesus. The 
four friends were satisfied and happy, for 
they knew that Jesus would heal their 


When these four 
stalwarts work: 
together they 
can bring any 
palsied Sinner 
to Jesus. Mark 2.3. 
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friend. Perhaps John himself did not.|.ask them to write down briefly the. 
feel. so sure about it. It may be he felt | strongest impression they have received. 
sinful and ashamed in the presence of | from this reading. Ask them to try. to. 
Christ. But Jesus looked into his sad, | listen as if they had never heard these 
troubled eyes, and smiled lovingly, as he | things of Jesus before, as they would 
said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” | listen to new facts concerning some uf. 
We know John was happy then. Perhaps | known character, and then record the im- 
after this he believed that Jesus would | pression that stands out. most: strongly, 
heal him, too. Then, have these impressions read aloud, 
But some people had come to the meet- | one after another. Va as cal 
ing to find fault, and one man thought in Surely some young mind will havé 
his heart, “Who can forgive sins but | caught the marked emphasis Mark putits 
God?” Now Jesus knew. the man’s} upon Jesus’ own consciousness of the 
thoughts just the same as if he had | deepest need of men about him — beyond 
spoken out in the meeting. So he proved | the fearful needs of body in even such 
that he had authority to forgive sins by | illness as the paralytic’s. His watchful 
healing the man’s helpless body. He | enemies caught it, and complained loudly. 
could do both because he was the Son of | of his pointed attentions_to men of su 
God. It had been a long time, perhaps, | “sinful” character! And Jesus himself 
since John had walked, but when Jesus | openly acknowledged it, claimed it as the 
told him to arise, he obeyed, and hurried | business of his life! Surely the fact of 
home, singing happy songs as he went. | sin in human life was recognized as the 
He was so glad for his home folks to see | great need of humanity by the Saviour 
him well and strong and forgiven! And| of men. If we are not equally conscious 
the meeting broke up with all the peo- | ef this fact, it must be because we have 
ple singing a glad song of praise to God. ihe. 2: = : — with the Brose 
soundi ndings of “science” (“falsely 
Cunton, S. C, so-called”), ome that very sin itself has 
blinded us to its presence in our lives, | 
2. Now ask your girls to turn those 
minds of. theirs inward, as thoughtfully 
as they focused them upon your reading, 
Is there one who will be willing to claim 


H I that her heart is free and pure from ail 
bc a sin— wrong thinking as well as wrong- 


1. Jesus’ call to “sinners.” doing — and that she has power to keep 

2 Have you answered that call? it so? Is there one who will assert that 

she does not — re who came 

° inners fr ir sin? 

«SQ INNERS” is a very old-fashioned : Tenherc ix fag Ag sae opportunity 
word. There are not any, today, in| t) be such a friend to those girls of 

any serious sense of the word, if we lis-| yours as were those four who brought 

ten entirely to the modern psychologist, | this sufferer to Jesus? Remember, it 

psycho-analyst, sociologist, or pedagogue. | was when Jesus “saw their faith” tha’ 

But Jesus said, plainly, of himself, that | he said to that helpless sufferer, “Thy 

he came to call “sinners.” Has the world | cing are forgiven.” . 

so changed since his day, the world of 

human nature and human need? Or did Home Study 

he not fully understand that nature which Make another list, in writing, of your 

he had taken upon himself, of which he | own finding, of the individual sinners for- 

was the Creator? If you can catch your | given and cleansed by Jesus. Can you 

girls in —, mood = win wRrige add your name to that list? 

answer from them to this question, “Is 

there any girl among you who feels that Decatur, Ga. w 

she is a sinner — one of those whom Jesus 

said he came to call and to save?” what Say, Fellows— 


will their answer 5 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


Read through the brief section of 

Scripture which is our lesson today. Read : 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: The heart of Jesus, 


it as thoughtfully as you can, aloud, so 
- to — to —— what F really 
there, asking your girls to listen as , : 

‘ Discussion: Name some of the defects 
ponerse ed pe they can pas om in character that shut a fellow out of the 
each a sheet of paper and a pencil, big opportunities of life; What is the 

: hope for such? —s He 2 
Objective: Bringing the case to Jesus. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 

















AY, fellows, Mark gives, in his sece 

ond chapter, another side to the char- 
acter of Jesus. Perhaps we should say 
not a side, but the center —the heart o 
his character. It is the attitude of Jesus 
toward bad men, unworthy men, sinning 
men. Jesus sees in every man a sinner, 
and in every sinner a man worth saving 
—even worth dying:for. This is very 
different from the standards * by which 
the world classes and deals with men. 
In_ business, a fellow must show creden- 


proficiency to receive recognition. In the 
social world, he must classify according 
to the local standards. In: sports, - his 


ing he has acquired. And so on, through 
all phases of life’s organized activities. 
But with Jesus, when he was on earth, 
it was different. It is different now. The 
very fact that a poor fellow was an out- 
cast, despised — and deserving to be de- 
spised -- seemed to give him a special 
share of Jesus’ concern and attention, 
He received such into his friendship and 
made them the recipients of his marvel- 
ous love. A man, a helpless paralytic, 
was brought to Jesus by four friends. 
Jesus saw, first of all, not a sick man 
but a dying sinner with his sins unfor- 
given. “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee,” 
he said. That was the man’s greatest 
need though he didn’t know it, and Jesus 
met it first. Then he healed his disease. 
“Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10: 28). 
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Again, when Jesus came upon Matthew 
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Lesson for January 15 
Mark 2° 1-17 


the publican, a despised tax gatherer, he 
saw in him a man. And oh, what a-man 
did Jesus make of Matthew! Jesus took 
that “cheap” piece of metal and forged 
it into a ing “sword of the Spfrit. 
Is there a much higher place a man could 
have than to. be God's” n for the 
First Gospel? Every time the Book of 
Matthew is read, every time a New Tes- 
tament is sold or given away (and mil- 


_ lions come from the press each year) 


Matthew has a new trophy to lay at the 
feet of that One who stopped before 
his desk one day and said: “Levi, fol- 
low me.” I tell you, fellows, be still and 
listen; and if you hear the whisper of 
a. still small voice calling you to some 
hard task, just know that it is the be- 
ginning of something new and glorious 
for you,—that is, if you follow! | 
And when the haughty and self-right- 
eous scribes and Pharisees criticized Jesus 
for his fellowship with sinners, he an- 
swered them with this great declaration 
which showed them once for all who 
were those for whom he felt deepest con- 
cern: “They that are whole have no 
need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance” (v. 17). 
Does this mean anything to you, fel- 
lows? It means everything. First, it 
means that if you have never yet ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ, he is ready to save 
you now. In spite of all your ingrati- 
tude, in spite of your sin and indiffer- 


. ence, he is ready now to receive you, if 


you are willing to renounce those things 
in your life that are wrong. It means 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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more than that: if you have. already be- 
come a Christian in name, but feel that 
you have not lived up to your vows, he 
is ready to take your repentance, your 
renewed purpose and allegiance, and make 
something worth while out of you yet. 
The weaker you are the more you need 
him. The bigger failure you are, the 
quicker you had better let him. take you 
in hand. His grace is made perfect in 
our weakness, if we surrender our weak- 
ness to him. 

A fellow may feel helpless in his be- 
setting sin, but look at the paralyzed man. 
He got up and carried his bed! Jesus 
did it. He is ready now to do the same 
for you. Look at him, fellows! 


GrEENSBORO, N, C. 
sf 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 8) 


1. He fulfilled all righteousness for the 
sinner, by taking a sinner’s place in bap- 
tism; he had been baptized with the Holy 
Spirit; and he had met the Devil, and over- 
come him. 

2. The repeated mention of the popularity 
of Jesus indicates a preceding ministry, dur- 
ing which his name and fame had become 
widespread (note Mark 1: 28, 33, 36, 38, 
45)- : 

3. We find “straightway” here, over and 
over, as elsewhere through his Gospel. 

4. The Lord’s first-hand knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and the authority with which he 
taught and commanded the unclean spirits. 

5. Power over Satan himself (Mark 1: 
12, 13); power over unclean spirits (21- 
26); power over ordinary disease (30, $13 
power over incurable disease (40-42) ; 
power over the hearts of men (16-20) ; 
power over the minds of men (27, 28); 
and power in prayer (35). 

6. James 5: 14, 15. 

7. We use medicine and surgery because 
we believe these are aids to health that the 
Lord has provided; we have also the priv- 
ilege of asking his blessing upon them and 
apart from them. To fail in making nec- 
essary use of medical means and of the 
privilege of prayer are alike dangerous 
omissions. 

8. (1) He taught with such authority 
and power as to astonish his hearers; (2) 
he completely delivered the devil-possessed 
man; (3) his cure for Simon’s mother-in- 
law was so effective that she began imme- 
diately to serve; (4) he went out early to 
prayer; (5) he left the leper clean. 

9. That he might not be hindered from 
his spiritual ministry by the curious and by 
those who wished physical healing. 

10. He wished to extend to others his 
main work of preaching. 

11. They were instantaneous in practically 
all cases. 

- 12. He does not seem to have imposed 
any, not even. that they should agree to 
follow him when healed. 

13. See John 20: 30, 31. 

14. “Sabbath Morning in the Synagogue” 
(21-28); “Sabbath Visit with a Friend” 
(29-31) ; “At Even When the Sun Did Set” 
(32-34) ; “Early Prayer” (35-39); “A Lov- 
ing Touch” (40-45). ~ 

15. They every one portray some action 
of the Saviour, even the one of him at 
prayer (‘‘a great while before day, he rose 
up and went out, and departed into a desert 
place, and there prayed,” — note the active 
verbs), bringing into prominence the power 
that so impressed Mark, the young man; 
and they pass under the eye with a swift- 
ness natural to the observing mind of youth. 


What of the Great Commission 
Prayer League ? 
To our FRIENDS: 


.In the death of Mr. Thomas ‘E. 
Stephens, not only did the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League lose its human 
leader, but the entire Church militant 
lost one of its great prayer warriors. 
He was clothed with the whole armor 
of God, and wrestled night and day 
against the principalities and powers: of 
darkness, in order that the saints might 
be perfected and sinners brought to a 
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Naturally, many are asking. the ques- 
tion: What is going to become of the 
League? What provision has been made 
for its continuance? 

During his last illness, Mr. Stephens 
named a ‘committee of nine to take charge 





of the League and continue its ministry 
as they might deem best. The committee 
consists the. following persons: the 
Rev. H. Herring of the Moody Memorial 
Church, the Rev. Charles P. Meeker of 
the Chicago Hebrew Mission, Mr. A. F. 
Gaylord of the Moody Bible Institute, 
the Rev. William McCarrell of the Cicero 
Congregational. Church, the Rev. Nor- 
man H. Camp of the Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, the Rev. John C, 
O’Hair of the North Shore Congrega- 
tional Church, Mr. Charles G, Trumbull 
of The Sunday School Times, the Rev. 
Thomas M,. Chalmers of the New York 
Jewish Evangelization. Society, and Mrs. 
Lyman Stewart of Los Angeles, Cal. 

All of these have indicated their will- 
ingness to serve, and Mrs, Stephens, the 
widow, has also approved their appoint- 
ment. 

After several meetings, and much 
prayer, the committee has felt that the 
work of the League should be continued 
for the present along practically the same 
lines as heretofore, namely: Prayer for 
revival, prayer for individuals and Chris- 
tian institutions, preparation and circu- 
lation of special prayer appeals, prayer 
for the Church and for the Jews, publi- 
cation and distribution of tracts, and pub- 
lication of prayer bulletins. 

The committee feel strongly the great 
need of persevering, prevailing prayer. 
Nothing will meet the present situation 
in the home, the Church, and the nation 
except the power and blessing of almighty 
God released in answer to the prayer of 
faith on the part of his obedient people. 

Our brother Stephens has departed to 
be with Christ, but we remain to fill the 
gap, and have the assurance with the 
prophet of old that: “Thou, O Lord, re- 
mainest for ever.” Shall we prove faith- 
ful in intercession, and occupy till Jesus 
comes ? 

We plead for your earnest prayers in 
the Spirit for the following: (1) for the 
League family, (2) for the committee, 
(3) for a new director, (4) for the of- 
fice helpers, (5) for the League publica- 
tions, (6) for the financial needs, and 
(7) for divine wisdom and guidance 
at this time of crisis. 

We would greatly appreciate a word of 
encouragement from you, and the assur- 
ance of your fellowship in prayer. No 
doubt you have burdens which you are 
carrying. We shall be glad to bear them 
with you in prayer. Your requests will 
be treated confidentially. There are ose 
who are faithfully standing along with us 
in prevailing prayer. 

Let us unitedly continue as watchful 
intercessors, knowing that he is faithful 
who hath promised; he will nothing good 
withhold. “According to your faith be 
it unto you.” 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Great COMMISSION PRAYER LEAGUE 

808 North LaSalle Street, Chicago. 


| Children at Home 











Doris Gets Even With Daddy 
By Laura Wolcott Mills 


ORIS came running home from 

school, swinging her books by their 
strap... As she. reached the house she 
began whistling a new tune. It was Mon- 
day night. All day long the words of 
the Golden Text of the day before had 
been ringing in her ears. She had made 
up her mind to ask her mother the mean- 
ing of it as soon as she reached home. 
She couldn’t remember the first part of 
it. It was the latter part that bothered 
her so. She hadn’t understood what it 
meant. . 
~ The first object she saw as she entered 
the door was an attractive looking pack- 
age on the table. It was wrapped in 
pink paper, and tied with a festive look- 
ing pink and silver cord. 

“What a lovely Christmasy looking 
package!” Doris exclaimed excitedly. 
“Why, it has my name on it, Mother!” 

“Yes, Daddy brought it home this noon, 
and left it for you to open.” ; 

“Oh, ‘wasn’t that nice of him! He is 
always doing such lovely things for -me. 
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I’m going to see what it is. I simply 
can’t wait. Daddy will come home late 
anyway, and I know he wouldn’t want 
me to be kept in suspense all that time.” 
She unwrapped the package and shouted 
with glee when she found a beautiful 
book that she had seen in a bookstore 
window when she was taking a walk with 
her father. She had been so delighted 
with it that she spoke of it at the dinner 
table, and her father had remembered 
and bought it for her. It was a beau- 
tifully printed aad illustrated book. She 
sat down and began to look through it, 
and soon became thoroughly absorbed in 
her new possession. 

“I thought it was particularly kind of 
your father to bring you that book to- 
day,” her mother remarked, “for he 
s¢emed unusually tired. He said it was 
hard for him to do his ordinary work, and 
this is his regular night for sweeping the 
schoolhouse. If I didn’t have to put up 
all that fruit, I would go and sweep the 
schoolhouse myself.” 

Doris was only half listening, she was 
so engaged with one of her new stories. 

All of a sudden she happened to think 
of the Bible verse she wanted to ask 
about. “Mother, I learned a verse yes- 
terday, but I can remember only the last 
part of it. It is: ‘But in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves.’ Do you think we ought to 
go about among people thinking that 
everybody is better than we are? Of 
course we know that others are as good 
as ourselves ; but are they so much bet- 
ter?” 

“It means, Doris, that we should not be 
looking at ourselves and that, instead of 
consulting our own pleasure and comfort 
as selfishly as we are apt to do, we should 
feel that others should be considered first. 
After that, we may think of ourselves. 
That is true courtesy and kindness. Now 
that is what Daddy did today. He went 
quite a distance out of his way to buy 
that book for you, never. once stopping to 
consider how tired he was, because he was 
anxious to give you pleasure. I wonder 
if you ever stop to think how hard Father 
has to work for us. It is all he can do 
to earn money enough to furnish us with 
a good home and all the comforts we en- 
joy. He took the work of caring for the 
schoolhouse to €arn extra money toward 
giving you a g60d education, and getting 
a new piano fof gou. He shouldered a 
very heavy burden, because he thought 
of your best interests first.” 

Doris stopped and thought very hard. 
Her new book had the loveliest stories 
in it, and she had come across one that 
told about a girl who went out in a boat, 
and was carried out to sea. Doris had 
just been reading how the girl was res- 
cued by a passing ship. It seemed as if 
she simply couldn’t put down that book. 
But she resolutely laid it aside and said, 
“Mother, I know how to sweep as well 
as anybody. I’m going this very minute 
to the schoolhouse, and I’m going to 
sweep and dust every inch of it, and sur- 
prise Father. That will be thinking of 
Father first, just as he thought of me be- 
fore he did of himself, today. That’s the 
kind of thing that verse means, isn’t it?” 

“Oh, Doris, I’m so glad you thought 
of that!” her mother exclaimed delight- 
edly. Doris gave her mother a kiss, and 
hurried off as fast as she could run. She 
was determined to get the schoolhouse 
swept before time for her father to come. 
She swept the rooms as carefully as she 
knew how, and was just putting the fin- 
ishing touches on the dusting when her 
father came in. He looked so tired and 
white~that Doris felt like crying. 

“Oh, Doris, what have you been do- 
ing?” he asked in astonishment. “Why, 
bless your heart, little girl! What a 
wonderful surprise you have given mel 
I was so tired tonight that I could hardly 
drag one foot after the other. But just 
the thought that somebody has been think- 
ing of me, and finding all that work done 
so that I can go home and rest, has done 
me more good than I can tell you.” 

“How do you think I felt about that 
book, .Daddy?” Doris questioned. “I 
haven’t done half enough for you, ever, 
and now I’m going to think of you 
oftener, because you’re always doing 
lovely things for me.” 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 
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The : Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 22. What Difference Does It Make 
What We Do on Sunday? Mark 2: 23-28; 


33 £6, 
lJanuary 29. How Our Church Does Its Work. 
Eph. 4: 7-16. (Denominational Day. Be- 
ginning Christian Endeavor Week.) 
February 5. What Are the Values of Chris- 
tian Endeavor? Rom. 12: 3-11. (Chris- 
tian Endeavor Bay. Consecration meet- 


i 


ing.) 
February 12. Ideals for Choosing a Life- 


' Partner, Prov. 31 : 10-31. 





Sunday, January 15 
What Difference Does Reading the 
Bible Make? (Psa. 1: 1-6; 2 Tim. 
3: 14-17) 





Mon.—It cleanses our lives (Psa. 119: 


9-16). 

Tues.—It gives knowledge of God (John 
14 3 §-11). : 

Wed.—It helps us to live aright (Matt. 


7 : 24-29). 
Thurs.—It brings light (Prov. 6 : 20-23). 
Fri—It feeds the soul (1 Pet. 2: 1-5). 
Sat.—It stirs the conscience (Heb. 4: 
12, 13). 











What use do you make of your Bible? 
| What would result if all Bibles were de- 
stroyed? P 
A LITTLE boy saw his father using 

a spirit level to see if his work was 
“true” and straight. : 

“What's the use of being so careful, 
Father?” he asked, “It looks very good.” 
“Guessing won't do in carpenter work, 
‘said his father, sighting along the edge of 
‘a board, and shaving it the least bit. “You 
have to be exactly right. Folks guess at 
too many things. God doesn’t like that 

way of living.” oe 

| “But there aren’t any spirit levels for 
living by!” laughed the boy, watching 
‘him. 

“Yes, there are,” said his father, ear- 
nestly. “You'll find them in the Bible. 
Try all your actions by that. Make 
‘them true and straight, and no guess- 
work about them.” 


Not many of us would want to live in 
a house that had been built without the 
use of a level or a plumb line. And 
when the world today wants a man or 
‘a woman that can be depended on, it se- 
llects one whose life has been built ac- 
cording to the standards laid down in 
ithe Bible. It may scoff at the Word and 
deny its divine inspiration, but it has 
Inever been able to improve upon the 
\Old Book as a plumb line for character. 

But the Bible speaks of many more uses 
that the Christian may make of it other 
ithan merely as a test for character, 
| It searches the heart and conscience 
(Heb. 4: 12). 
| It leads to salvation (John 20:31; 
Rom. 1:16; 10:17). ; 

: It “quickens,” or makes alive (Psa. 
119: 50). : 

It makes wise the foolish or simple- 
minded (Psa. 119: 130). 7 

It is a guide or pattern for our actions 
ty Com r0320). ; 

It teaches us in the Christian way (2 
Tim. 3: 16). ; 

It equips us for our Christian walk (2 
Tim. $<: 57); 

It gives illumination: along the way 
(Pse.*119: 105; 2 Pet. 1:19). 

It is our only weapon of offense against 
the enemy (Eph. 6: 17) 
rt keeps us from sin 
Ir). 
It corrects and reproves (2 Tim. 3: 16). 
ere food (Jer. 15:16; 1 Pet. 

93 2 . 

: gives satisfaction (Psa. 19: 10; I19: 
103). 
It. gives joy (Psa. 5, Soy 1 John 1:4). 
It brings comfort (Psa. 119: 50; Acts 
15: 30, 31). * 


~ Some one has said truly that “to do 
God’s work we must have God’s power; 
to have God’s power -we-must know God’s 


(Psa. 17343 119: 
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will; to know God’s will we must study 
God's Word.” + at 

We would not be very er about en- 
gaging passage on a ship, if we discov- 
ered that the navigator did not  kfiow his 
destination, had no charts aboard, --had 
insufficient fuel and food, and had no 
knowledge as to where. additional -fuel 
and food could be obtained. Yet strangely 
enough many young men and women to- 
day are venturing out upon the sea of 
life against far greater odds than such 
a navigator. God‘offers in his Word full 
information as to the destination, a de- 
tailed description of the country toward 
which he wants us to journey, explicit 
instructions for the voyage, and coun- 
sel as to how to obtain strength, power, 
and nourishment. Are you one of those 
who has either cast the Old Book over- 
board or who is sailing under sealed or- 
ders? 

bd 


It has often been speculated as to the 
result if all Bibles should suddenly be de- 
stroyed. It will be interesting to see in 
your young people’s meeting, some eve- 
ning, just how many verses could be re- 
stored from memory by your group of 





young people. What part of the whole 


would it be? . Pitifully true it, is that 
some 





Christians would not miss the Bible | | 


very much if. it were destroyed, .and. yet. 
whole 


it 1s blessedly. true also that the 
Bible could be replaced, for there are 
still those who treasure it so highly that 
large portions of the Word are indelibly 
recorded. on. their hearts. 
But let us not fear an outward de- 
struction. of the Word. Men long since 
have tried to blot out the Bible, but 
God has miraculously preserved it down 
through the ages, and will continue to do 
so. Let us rather fear the indifference 
that brings about a neglect of God’s 
Word. And let us be so careful of our 
use of the Word that others will see that 
we love it and hold it to be God's di- 
vinely inspired message to man. Let us 
show that we believe it by letting others 
see the effect it has upon our life, and 
that reading the Bible really does make 
a difference in us. 


What proportion of my reading time do 
I devote to the Word? . 

How do I use my Bible? 

Am I trying to sail under “sealed” or- 
ders? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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their teaching; 








Bureau of Sunday School Information 
All questions are to be sent to the Ways of Working Editor 


By Charles A. Oliver, Mrs. A.W. 


Karnell, and Mrs. E.W. Sudlow 











Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 

We must, in some way, secure a corps of 
better teachers in our Sunday-school. Per- 
haps teacher-training is what we need. Just 
what steps should we take in organizing a 
teacher-training class? 
| art of all pray for guidance. It 

is the Lord’s work, and it is on his 
heart. He sees and knows and cares. 
You cannot really fail if you will follow 
his guidance. 

Get all the information available re- 
garding the courses of study and the 
textbooks. Make sure that the study 
books are loyal to the Word of .God. 

Decide whether to use one of the ele- 
mentary courses that gives lessons in Bible 
content, the pupil, the teacher, and the 
Sunday-school, and may be covered in 
from one to two years, or the much 
longer and more advanced Standard 
course with its larger range of subjects 
and more extensive treatment. Almost 
all the elementary textbooks are thor- 
oughly sound and helpful. Some of the 
Standard textbooks are quite liberal in 
others, however, are 
sound and helpful. Look through the 
texts carefully to determine which may 
seem to be best adapted to the needs of 
the pupils. 3 

Ask your pastor to preach on service 
for .Christ and the need of preparation 
for it. Have him speak words of en- 
couragement regarding the plans. Seek 
to enlist his interest in every way. 

Talk over all the details with the Sun- 
day-s-Hool superintendent, and try to se- 
cure his earnest support.. Endeavor to 
interest the.best teachers and most spir- 
itually minded scholars, 

With the help of the pastor and super- 
intendent, make every effort to get the 
most competent man or woman in the* 
church for teacher. 

When all needed information has been 
obtained and the necessary preliminary 
work has been done, call a teachers’-meet- 
ing. You may organize a class for pres- 
ent teachers, to meet at some time other 
than the Sunday-school period. It may 
be some evening during the week. If an 
entire evening convenient to all cannot be 
found, the class may meet before or after 
the Wednesday night prayer-meeting, or. 
the lessons may be taken up in connection 
with the prayer-meeting. In some .coun- 
try districts, it is found best to meet be- 
fore or after the Sunday morning church 
service. 





You may organize a department. of: one 


or more classes in the Sunday-school. 
The ideal condition is that in which every 
teacher has pursued a_teacher-training 
course and a department in the school is 
preparing the future teachers. For this 
department select from the various classes 
young men and young women of about 
fifteen or sixteen years of age or older, 
who give promise of some fitness for 
teaching God’s Word. Let this group 
have part in the general exercises at the 
opening of the school, and then spend the 
lesson period and the time .of the closing 
exercises in the teacher-training studies. 
If the group can have a separate room 
or rooms, sufficient time can be found to 
permit brief Bible study in connection 
with lessons on other related subjects. 

It may be desirable to organize a mixed 
class, composed of teachers, prospective 
teachers, and others who may desire’ bet- 
ter equipment for Christian service. 

Some schools have two classes at work. 
A class during the week and a class in 
the Sunday-school. ; 

The class should be enrolled with your 
denominational Sunday School Board, or 
the State Sunday School Association, 
with a view to taking official examina- 
tions leading to graduation. 





There are three questions I want to ask 
you regarding a teacher-training class. 
Should we admit to the class one who says 
she will not take the examinations? Should 
we retain in the class one who says she 
has no idea of becoming a teacher? Should 
we permit one to attend the class who ree 
fuses to take part in the class discussions? 


ES, I would not hesitate to encour- 

age one to join the class even though 
she “thinks” she will not take the ex- 
aminations. She may be a good prospect. 
She may have in her the making of a 
fine teacher, and yet be afraid to try the 
examinations, Perhaps your thorough 
teaching will give her so much confidence 
that you may have the surprise of seeing 
her at work on the examination sheet. 
Yes, take her into the class. She per- 
haps is timid and will need your care- 
ful and gracious attention. 

I would indeed try to hold in the class 
one: who “says” that she will not become 
a Sunday-school teacher. It is possible 
that she ought not to be a teacher. The 
Lord. may have some other important 
service for her. The studies will help 
her, no matter what her part is to be. 
It may be, too, that the course of. study 
will’ be so helpful that she will find, 
after a while, God is calling her to be a 
teacher, and then she may say, “Yes.” 

Yes, I. would. welcome .into .the class 
one who is unwilling. to take:part.in the 
class discussions. The reluctance to par- 














Later on she‘ may™ re’ to take 

It may help if you will have: some’ an- 
swers given in concert. If she hears 
her own voice: a few. times. she may 
venture to speak out- in meeting, 


Se 
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Home Department Questions 
° Discussed by Mes. A.W. Karnell “eS 
‘Former Chairman of the Horie Department” 
-. Committee of the International Sunday ool: 

Can I remain as a member in a Home De- 
partment when'I am atte! g y-sch 
regularly? I have been a member- since ‘my 
four children were little babies and have 
had the same Visitor. all these. years. She 
has been a great help to me in many_a difi- 
cult place, and I have often called‘on her be- 
tween Quarters when I needed advice ‘and 
sympathy, and she never failed me; I ‘have 
enjoyed the social functions of the depart: 
ment very much, and:it would be a ‘great 
disappointment to me to have.to give them 
up. My children are all now large enough 
to go 40 Sunday-school and there’ is no 
longer any reason why I should not go, ‘too. 
I believe also, that it is better for me to go 
with my children. I enjoy the Sunday-school 
class very much,» Now can I remain “asa 
member both in the Home Department and 
in the class? 


- IS encouraging to learn that. the 
Home Department has been so helpful 
to a busy mother that she is reluctant to 
sever her connections with it, and that the 
Visitor has discharged her duties so “well 
that she has become a loved friend in‘the 
home. Would to God that all Visitors 
had a vision of this: great service -that 
they can render to the home. A womaiy 
who has enjoyed the Home Department 
so much would naturally enjoy the teach¢ 
ing in and the fellowship of the class, E 
believe, also, that your place is with th 
children in the Sunday-school. The-mai 
‘object of the Home Department is. t 
reach those who cannot go to the Sunday 
school and to encourage these as seon: a: 
possible to become regular attendants 
You could not be counted.in both-place 
as a member as that .would- confuse th 
records, but I believe that if you woul 
write the Home Department superintend 
ent what you have writtefi me, that sh 
would be glad to include you in all the 
social functions of the department. be | 
friendship with your Visitor of so many. 
years’ standing need not be broken, and: 
now that you have more freedom, wh 
not visit her occasionally, and thus con- 
tinue your friendship? : 


ik 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Cradle Roll. 1 want to do something to get 
the mothers interested in Sunday-school and 
to come to church. I am at a loss to know 
_ kind of entertainment to put on ‘for 
them. 


ONE of the very best ways of interest- 
ing the mothers in the church and 
Sunday-school is. through creating .a 
friendly spirit by means of an afternoon. 
spent socially with the Cradle Roll super- 
intendent. An invitation may be sent the 
mother, but it is much better to address 
it to baby, inviting him to come to a party 
or a tea and bring mother. The mother, 
will often take the child to his party. 
where she would feel timid or indifferent. 
about accepting an invitation on her own 
account. Have the invitation so worded 
that it arouses an interest; then have sev- 
eral helpers to greet the mothers and 
take them in charge, if they happen to be 
strangers to each other. 

See that there is no formality or stiff- 
ness about anything. Be sure. that. the 
pastor is present so that. he may greet 
each mother, and thus create a contact 
between the home and the church if it 
does not already exist. Have the super- 
intendent of the Home Department also 
present, to invite any mother who cannot 
attend school on Sunday morning to join 
the Sunday-school. through her ~depart- 
ment. Some one from the Woman’s Bible 
Class ought to be ready, too, to: extend 





.an invitation to every mother to join 


I would like to know how to entertain the - 





_— eer 


CO mete 0 ete PR LS AE ee me ee 


rer ert O tt 


peOrtnreOt 








Te Say Sh 


Lesson for January 1§ 
Mark. a . 1-17 


va 
isher 
Puitir E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
» Cuartes GaLLAuDET TRUMBULL 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for. either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—-One y, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in'a ¢ to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription~ costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications, 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











Great Spiritual 
Revival in Russia! 


All Russian Evangelical Christian Union, 
of which I. S. Prokhanoff is president, is 
spreading the Gospel in .the very heart of 
Soviet Russia. It is serving 150 million 
people of the Slavs. 
There is a great need of Bibles, New 
Testaments, Spiritual literature and 
Gospel Song Books. Also great need 
for the support of the only: Protestant 
Bible School in Russia, with 80° stu- 
dents studying there at the present time. 
Theres a great demand for Missionaries 
from all parts of that great: country. 
If there were funds enough, 500 Mis- 
sionaries could be sent at once. 


WILL YOU HELP RUSSIA NOW? 


Send your eontributions for this great 
work to 
American Council, All Russia Evangelical 
Christian Uni 


nion 
2512 Logan Bivd. CHICAGO, ILL. 











CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MAN, thor- 
oughly experienced in finance and 
general management, and in building 
construction, and with a degree of Bach- 
elor of Science from a leading university, 
feels clearly led to turn aside from secu- 
lar business life to undertake a distinc- 
tively Christian service. He is in his for- 
ties, accustomed te hard, continuous 
work, prompt action, and large responsi- 
bilities, and is a Fundamentalist in belief 
and affiliations. He would be glad to 
come into teuch with the responsible 
heads of any institution or movement 
where his experience could be most fully 
applied inthe Lord’s work.’ Any who 
may be led to make inquiry about him 
should address E. M. G., care of The 
Sunday School Times, 323 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. : ‘ 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: -‘‘ There is 
mo other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Try the New 
Cuticura 
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that group. And this should prove an 
excellent opportunity for representatives 
from the other church organizations of 
women to secure new members if they 


try. i 

A Cradle Roll party really affords such 
a wonderful opportunity for interesting 
the mothers in so many different depart- 
ments, that it is or should be one aa: 
most important gatherings of the church. 
For many reasons it is best to hold this 
party in the church parlors. Some of 
the mothers, it may be, have never been 
inside the building, and will through this 
means-become acquainted with it, and feel 
— strange should they come out on Sun- 
ay. 3 

As for the entertainment feature, let 
that be good. Have music and readings, 
with perhaps a brief talk by the ‘pastor 
or some one else. Let the program open 
with a devotional service, suited to the 
needs of the mothers. The superintendent 
will of course welcome the guests. For 
refreshments, let simplicity rule. Remem- 
ber the children who are present will 
want to be fed, and nothing injurious to 
them must be produced. 





Where can I find a _ suitable Christmas 
hymn to use in the Beginners’ class? 
HERE has just come to my desk the 
most complete book of children’s 
hymns that I have had the pleasure of 
examining. It contains not only Christ- 
mas songs, but suitable songs for the 
whole year. It is a cycle of song, touch- 
ing about every experience in the life of 
a young child. The author, Mrs. Louise 
M. Oglevee, wrote many of these for her 
own department, and the music was fur- 
nished by her husband and son. The book 
is called “The Child’s First Songs in 
Religious Education’ (The Vaile Com- 
pany, Rock Island, Ill, $1). Workers 
with children will find in these songs. help 
and inspiration in the use of music, espe- 
cially the song. Mrs. Oglevee believes 
that “much of the value of a song de- 
pends upon the way in which it is pre- 
sented to the children,” and so has of- 
fered many suggestions for - presenting 
each song. Each song is a complete story. 
Mrs. Oglevee will be remembered as the 
worker who gave us such hymns as 
“This is God’s house, and he is here 
today”; “Since my heavenly Father gives 
me everything, lovingly and gladly now 
my gifts I bring,” and the like. 


Pastor Lamb’s Return 
to America 


geet WILLIAM LAMB of Syd- 
ney, Australia, who ministered so ef- 
fectually this past summer and autumn 
in conferences in America, has been con- 
ducting Advent Testimony meetings in 

England and Scotland for the past few 
months. These meetings have been ar- 
ranged by Dr. F. B. Meyer of the Ad- 
vent Preparation Movement in England, 
in co-operation with the local committees. 

On Sunday, November 20, Pastor 
Lamb preached twice for W. Graham 
Scroggie at Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh, 
and also spoke twice the same day in 
the Great United Free Assembly Hall, 
opening a conference which lasted three 
days. Arrangements have been made for 
his return to America in January, where 
he will remain until he sails from Van- 
couver, about May 15, for his native land. 

The Prophetic Testimony of Philadel- 
phia. has again arranged an extensive 
itinerary for Mr. Lamb: 

Jan. 4-11—Knox Church, Toronto, Ont., 
care of Dr. J. G. Inkster. 

Jan. 15-22.—Mel E. Trotter’s Yearly Confer- 
ence, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Jan. — 24-29.—Scripture Testimony League, 
Montreal, P. Q., care of Herbert Stewart, 
136 Mansfield Street. . 

Jan. 31 to Feb. 4—Prophetic Testimony of 
Philadelphia, 133 North Thirteenth Street. 

Feb. 6-11.—Altoona, Pa., care of H. J. 
Aukerman. 

Feb. 12-19.—Central Presbyterian Church, 
Detroit, care of Dr. C. R. Scafe. 

Feb. 22-29:—Olivet Presbyterian Church, 
Minneapolis, care: of the Rev. Louis Talbot. 

Mar. 4-11.—Baptist Tabernacle Bible Con- 
ference, Atlanta, Georgia, care of W. H. 
Houghton, pastor. , 





Mar. 13-22.—The Gospel Center, St. Louis, 
care of O. B. Bottorff, 4000 Washington 
Boulevard, 

Mar. 25-31.—Los Angeles, Cal., care of Dr. 
T. C. Horton. 

Apr. 1-8&—First Presbyterian Church, Holly- 
wood, Cal., care of Dr. Stewart MacLennan. 

Apr. 9-16.—Long Beach, Cal. 

Apr. 18-25.—West End Presbyterian Church, 
Seattle. 

Apr. 26-29.—Portland Union Bible Classes, 
Portland, care of the Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe. 

May 1-7.—Ruth Morton Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, B. C., care of the Rev. Andrew 
Grieve. 


Mr. Lamb, who is the publisher of 
the Advent Herald, and a writer of nu- 
merous books on prophecy, saw over one 
thousand additions to his church in Syd- 
ney in fifteen years, through the preach- 
ing of dispensational truth. Believing 
that the truth of the Lord’s return is a 
stimulating and purifying hope, he is giv- 
ing the remainder of his life to confer- 
ence work, seeking to fire Christian 
workers with the love of His appearing. 

The Secretary of The Prophetic Tes- 
— of Philadelphia, Russell T. Smith, 
133 North Thirteenth Street, will be glad 
to answer any inquiries regarding the 
work. A bookstore is maintained in con- 
nection with the Testimony, where Mr. 
Lamb’s books, among many others, are 
for sale. 





Letters from Readers 











To the Editor.—Did the Farm Mother stop 
writing to her boy in college or did the 
funds run low? Please continue them, re- 
peat them, or get a pinch hitter to write. 
Many of us need a mother’s hand weekly, 
touching our faults, ailings, and failings.— 
A Baltimore reader. 

(Due to exigencies of make-up, the 
“Farm Mother’s Letters to Her Son at 
College” had to be omitted from the 
issue of November 24. Her letters have 
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been appearing regularly, however, since 
that time. It is hoped that no more omis- 
sions in the series may be necessary. ) 


To the Editor.—Please tell me if there is 
no place in each issue of The Sunday School 
Times where the name of the Editor is 
given. 

A few days ago a man, whom I greatly 
wanted to. interest in the Times and its 

reat message, was turning through a copy. 

e seemed almost to lose his interest when 
the Editor’s name was not to be found.—" 
A Pennsylvania reader. 


(Readers of The Sunday School Times 
have repeatedly asked for the names of 
the Editor and Publisher. In response 
to the many requests these names will 
now be shown in connection with the 
subscription rates. In this issue they ap- 
pear on this page.) 





To the Editor—Sunday afternoon I had 
just started to study the sixtieth chapter of 
tanieh, foretelling so grandly the final re- 
turn of the Jews to Palestine, when my 
wife interrupted to read aloud that account 
by Mr. Chalmers in The Sunday School 


‘Times of September 24, “Will the Dead 


Sea’s Wealth Now Lead the World?” telling 
of the vast amounts of chemicals in the 
Dead Sea. , 

While still amazed at the incalculable 
wealth stored up in the Dead Sea, I re- 
sumed my reading and was at once struck 
with the expression in Isaiah 60:5, “The 
abundance oF the sea shall be converted unto 
thee, the wealth of the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee” (the word “wealth” being the 
marginal word for “forces’’). 

It looks to me to be a hint of the enor- 
mous minerals held in solution in the Dead 
Sea, but requiring to be converted into com- 
mercial forms to cause the wealth of the 
Gentile world to be given in a 
therefor. The prophet does not say, “The 
abundance of the sea shall flow unto thee,” 
but shall be converted unto thee, signifying 
that they are to be turned into another con- 
dition, as iron is converted into steel. — 

While it will require labor and chemical 
knowledge to extract the valuable chem- 
icals from the Dead Sea, yet the great 
amount of electric power that can be ob- 
tained from the Jordan River will be of 
tremendous aid in the work.—A Massachu- 
setts engineer. 











BIBLE ANNUIT 








These Bonds Give Bibles to the Needy 
and as High as 9% Income to YOU 


ys. Bible Annuity Bonds do both. They buy Bibles which are given free to immigrants and 
seamen in their own Ragan, te JL 9p in prison, to the sick in hospitals, and raised-type Bibles 


to the blind. At the same time 
according to your age. ‘The rates on ages 


go on pay’ 


fixed yearly i life—ltom 4% to 9% 
a gy psp le og toed tae 


There is no worry or care about Bible Annuity Bonds. No fluctuations. Absolutely safe. They 
t 


you the. same 
ou ON ea! 


usband and wife, mother and daughter. 


dependable income year after year. When you are re 
buying Bibles for the and spiritually hungry. Can be St te re 
nd coupon today for details. 


New York Bible Society, Dept. 82 


5 East 48th Street, New York City 


RANGW YORI 





ee ee ee ee ee ee re rr ro Td 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 82, 5 East 48th Street, New York City. 
GENTLEMEN : Without obligation, please send me descriptive pamphlet about your Bible Annuity Bonds 


CoPe GR TOWN. tks 6 tse Go ee ee 


ce 6 6 @ w eo ee's © 
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Will Every Reader of The Sunday School Times | 


aang 
~~ 


Please Read This Page, and Then— 


And then follow whatever may be your leading? 


Here is the story: Many years ago—’way back in the 
seventies —John Wanamaker, America’s most noted merchant 
and Sunday-school superintendent, owned The Sunday School 
Times. He conducted it as one form of his service for the Lord. 


In order to build it and extend it, he called into part- 
nership as editor Henry Clay Trumbull, and with Mr. Trum- 
bull came young John D. Wattles as publisher. 


In about two years Mr. Trumbull bought the paper out- 
right from Mr. Wanamaker, and with Mr. Wattles undertook to 
make The Sunday School Times a new kind of weekly periodical 
for ministers, superintendents, teachers, adult Bible students, 
counting no expense too great, no foremost writer unobtainable, 
in supplying the known needs of its intended constituency. 


God’s blessing was upon their early pioneer purpose, and 
continued as the plan unfolded. The more than half a cen- 
tury since then has witnessed changing conditions within and 
without the paper, but there never has been any change in 
that central purpose, though constant variety in the ways and 
means of fulfilling that purpose. 


And God's blessing upon the work has been continually 
manifested in numberless and wonderful ways. 


A new generation of the same family came into the 
responsibility of management in the nineties. Others were 
invited into the paper’s directorate, men of God, distinguished 
for their wisdom in business and their devotion in Christian 
service. Consecrated and gifted men and women were added 


to the staff from time to time, and are making their fine 
contribution to the work. 


And now working with the present management are those 
of the same family line, or of the same spiritual inheritance 
through training and conviction, representing still another gene- 
ration of workers with the same original purpose at heart, and 
eager to make the paper more than ever a perfectly adapted 
medium of utmost service to the adult Bible student, to the 
teacher of every class of any age, to the superintendent and 
his officers, and to the pastor in his great calling. 


Only those who read the paper, who use it, who let its mes- 
sages have an attentive hearing week by week can bear convinc- 
ing testimony to the degree to which its purpose is fulfilled. 


Letters come to us telling of changed lives, greatly 
improved class and school work, hearts comforted, problems 
solved for everyday living, truth made clear in these days of 
so many confusing voices, faith strengthened among young 
and old in the homelands and iu “foreign mission fields. 


What shall we say of these appreciative words? Shall 
we let our conscious deficiencies, our known mistakes of judg- 
ment, prevent us from learning encouragement and humble 
gratitude from such letters, which so spontaneously testify to 
the wide and effective reach of the paper’s ministry? If The 
Sunday School Times really does mean so much to so many, 
in a hundred lands of the round world, then this management, 
under God’s guiding hand, simply must ¢e// about The Sunday 
School Times to as many millions as possible. 


Hence the advertising that we are doing in periodicals reach- 
ing ministers, Sunday-school workers, Bible students, Christians 
in the home. Hence the thousands of specimen copies sent 
out to selected lists of what-we like to call our “not-yet” 
subscribers. Hence the tens of thousands of letters to superin- 
‘ tendents telling them what we believe The Sunday School 


Times can do for them, for their teachers, for the best life. of 
the schools through these leaders. AS 


Every practicable channel simply must be used for the 
spreaditig of information about the amply attested usefulness, 
the widespread actual need, of Thé Sunday School Times, 


There is no other sound reason why any one should 
subscribe for this paper. No one should take it unless the 
paper méets a real need in the spiritual life, in Christian 
service, in gaining a better, clearer knowledge of the Word 
of God. (And the spending of three cents a week for such 
benefits—can any one really call that an expense worth 
thinking about ?) 


But it does do just that for thousands, constantly. Has it 
been a blessing to you? Has it? Here, then, is something — 
yes, more than one thing, if you please — you can do about it. 


1, Enter into the purposes of the paper’s management 
with the conviction that some folks will never know 
about the paper unless you tell them. 
some one about it —today. 


2. Tell uS that you would like to have some free speci- 
men copies for distribution, so that some of your 
friends can try it in a practical way for themselves. 


We'll send as many of any one issue as you think. = 


you can use. 
3- Drop a dollar bill into a letter, giving the names and 


addresses of four friends to whom you would like ~ 


to have the paper go for ten weeks. 


4. If there is no club of Times subscribers in your school, 
use your influence to start one by getting together 


at least five subscribers (counting your own as one” 


‘of the five) at the club rate of $1.50 each per year. 
Let us know that you would like to try to do this, 
and we’ll send you specimen copies, and very attrac- 
tive offers of highly useful books that you'd like to 
have, in return for organizing a new club. 


5. If you are a member of a club, you might as well 
have one of the beautiful 1928 ‘‘ Christian Calendars ”’ 
to hang in your room, by getting some one else to 
join the club. Your Club Secretary will see that 
you receive the, calendar, and will be grateful for 

. your help in extending the club. 


6. Send The Sunday School Times during the coming 
year to several of your friends in the mission field. 
You should see some of the letters received from 
missionaries by one of our readers who sends sev- 
enty or more copies each year to as many men and 
women in mission fields. 


But’ do you need any further suggestion? Ways of 
telling about the Times will occur to you. _We never can 


reach from the home office directly all who ought to have a .. 


chance to say whether they want the paper or not. But just 
think how it will multiply the means of reaching convincingly 
thousands upon thousands of folk who xeed The Sunday 


School Times, if the present readers will tell even those they == 
can easily reach just what the paper has done for them ‘and*can: *-' 


do for those who are yet to receive its every=week messages ! 


Will you tell as many othefs as you can in any of the 
ways suggested ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Puitie E. Howarp, President. 


CHARLES G. TRUMBULL, £@itor. 
325 N. Fhirteenth Street 
Philadelphia, Pa, 








And then tell. 
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Lesson for January 15 
Mark a: 1-17 
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The Popular Handbook 
iArnold’s Practical Onl 

Commentary, 1928 | TY 
tA high spiritual ee its wealth 


suggestions has this popu- 
handbook to thousands of readers. 


ions its hints to teachers, illustra- 





postp’d $1.00 


ons, blackboard exercises, questions, maps, etc., it 
= pplies.the need for a good all-around commentary 
iata popular price. 


ja ORDER A COPY NOW 
“B. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave., New York. 851 Cass St., Chicago 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 











At work ‘in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers, Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
‘What It Means to Be Christian 


i By Dr, C. O’N. Martindale (Vidalia, Ga.) 
| A BOOK THAT MEETS REAL LIFE NEEDS 











“}Introduction by Dr. Marion McH. Hull (Atlanta). 


: Contains chapters on Who and What Christ Is ; How 
:Christ Reveals God; What a Christian Is; How, 
¢Why, When to Become a Christian; Knowing ‘that 
You Are a Christian; Why a Christian Should Be a 
Churchman ; Young People and Christianity; Hel 

fing Others to Become Christian. Appendix: Early 
+ Usage of the term “‘ Christian.” Purpose: Under the 
f searchlight of God’s Word to help clarify the common 
“wague idea as to what a Christian life is or involves. 
: 34360 pages. Order of author: Art paper, 75 cents, 


ligion.” 





“pet; pretty cloth, $1.25, net. 




















BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimatee Free. 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Brenze Foundry 
(Dent. 9). 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
with map of Palestine 


GOSP EL 24 for $i. Apouctabis Scatiees 
OF M ARK ‘Address Betctoees Mlonscane, 


Framingham, Mass. 








Wh answerin advertisemen pleases 
enention The ‘Sunday School tee.” 
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With the New Books | 


The Lost Secret Recovered. By L. L. 
Henson, M.A., D.D. (John C. Winston 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.) “That may be 
all right for some, but I’m not called to 
do it,’ say many Christians when. per- 
sonal work is mentioned. The idea that 
the Great Commission was addressed to 
Jewish disciples alone has weakened such 
effort. Dr. Henson makes a contribution 
to what has been written on individual 
work, by showing from the Scriptures 
that our Lord’s command applies to all 
Christians. The author’s kindly exhor- 
tations and apt illustrations arouse a keen 
desire to witness for the Lord. 


Ruth’s Biography. by Mrs. Mary A. 
Kimpel. (To be had trom Miss Anna 
Miller, Grace Settlement House, 1032 
Federal Street, Philadelphia, 25 cents.) 
This little forty-six-page booklet tells the 
true story of God’s care for a widow and 
her children. Ruth has her trials and 
temptations as do other girls, and has 
some “hard sledding,’ but her simple 
trust in God, and her obedience to him 
bring blessing and reward. This is just 
the kind of little book the children need 
— they like to learn that God is interested 
in their lives and that he loves to hear 
and answer their prayers. 


Christianity or Religion ? 


By Arno Clemens .Gaebelein, D.D. 
(Publication Office Our Hope, New 
York, $1.50, postpaid.) 


Y EXCLUDING Christianity from 

the religions of the world, Dr. 
Gaebelein jars public opinion and exalts 
Christianity. Two short chapters intro- 
duce the subject with a review of sev- 
eral definitions of religion, and a dis- 
cussion of its universality. The remain- 
der and greater part of the book is taken 
up by three longer chapters that could 
have come only from years of painstak- 
ing thought and study. 

The first of these chapters deals with 
“The Origin and Development of Re- 
The author traces the history 
of monotheism, fetishism, and polytheism. 
He quotes a number of writers who 
maintain that polytheism appeared first 
as a form of worship, then came fetish- 
ism, and finally monotheism. But Dr. 
Gaebelein goes on to show that an equally 
large number of trustworthy scholars, as 
well as the Bible, prove that man wor- 
shiped one God before he worshiped 








many. 

The fourth chapter treats of “The True 
Origin and Growth of Religion in the 
Light of the Bible.” It is here shown 
that “four facts underlying the religious 
phenomenon in the race are therefore 
seen in the Bible: man’s creation; the 
fact of sin and its consequences; the 
promise and hope of redemption; the fact 
of sacrifice.’ The key to the develop- 
ment of the religions of the world, with 
their idolatrous practices, is found in Ro- 
mans 1:28, “And even as they did not 
like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind.” 

The theme of the fifth and last chap- 
ter is that Christianity is not a religion, 
but “supernatural revelation,’ and that 
“there can be no higher revelation than 
that which is given in Christianity.” The 
author discusses “seven supernatural 
facts found in Christianity, which are evi- 
dences that Christianity is not a human- 
religious system, that it is not the result 
of a religious evolutionary process.” 
These facts are: “A supernatural foun- 
dation, a supernatural Person, his super- 
natural work of redemption, his super- 
natural survival, a supernatural message, 
a supernatural power, a supernatural fu- 
ture manifestation and consummation.” 

Dr. Gaebelein’s book will be valua’ le 
to all Bible students, for he has brought 
together a mass of material that is inac- 
cessible to most of us. ‘His first four 
chapters constitute what is probably one 
of the soundest studies of comparative 
religion ever written, and the last chap- 
ter shows that Christianity is God’s an- 
swer to man’s every question. 
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Of Course Youre Coming! 


with the SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Party to the Hoty LaAnp 


It Costs Little More 
than Staying 


A 





GLORIOUS cruise filled to the brim 
with joy, pleasure, inspiration, and 


new experiences — one that wi 


enough happy memories to last a life- 


time. A 62-day pil- 


to enjoyment among congenial compan- 
ions—people you will be glad and proud to 
know. An enviable opportunity to make 
enduring friendships with those who have 

, the same tastes and in- 


ll provide 





grimage to the Holy 


terests as yourself. 





Land with delightful 
excursions ashore at 
Mediterranean ports 


—and at a cost that 
scarcely exceeds your a, 
average daily living ex- 
penses at home. 2. 


No need to spend an 
extra dollar! ne fee 
gers for everything. 

our stateroom and 
meals on board ship — 
wonderful sightseeing 
shore trips—special 
train and motor fares 
—guides—tips—all 
taken care of in the 
amazingly low price 
you pay for the entire 
cruise—from $690 to 
$1,575. 


No First, Second, or 2 
Third Class distinc- F 
tions. For this tour the 


~ 








. All meals both aboard and on 


. All railroad, automobile, and 


You will revel in the 
glorious sunshine of 
the Mediterranean 
while your neighbors at 
home are bag snow- 

storms and blizzards. 

Steamabip lexes with stop- Hl From. port to port we 
til July 1, 1928. go. viewing the won- 
ers of past centuries 

in all of the places 
named below and other 

‘ countries of an older 
civilization. Andinthe 


One Small Fee 
Pays Everything 


Stateroom from New York back 
to New York. 


shore for entire cruise. 


age transportation for 
itinerary. 














entire White Star Liner 
S. S. Doric has been chartered 
Boring’s Travel Service, Inc. 


veritable floating hotel—will be your 


honie during the cruise. We 


New York Harbor February 8, 1928. 
From the moment you lift anchor you 
are under the personal care.of. that fa- 
mous world traveler, Mr. James Boring, 
and his well-trained staff. 


You can then give yourself up wholly 





5. Accommodations at best hotels 
while on shore. Holy Land you may 
6. Entrance fees to museums, explore Bethlehem, Je- 
_ is ee ‘ rusalem, Nazareth, and 
+ Vegans COR SUCTOTS OF enjoy the inspiring ex. 
8. Tips and service charges for ali || PeTience of standing on 
” ghore excuretank, : the shores of the Sea of 
9. All land and embarkation Galilee and the River 
charges. Jordan. 
10. All wonenee Deevens trains, = = 
° quays, an oteis. 
United States Government tax. l Where We Go 
: New York 
Madeira 
Gibraltar 
by James Sights and scenes © Spain 
his--a you will never for- Siatere 
get. Timecan never Malta 
sail from efface the memory Greece 
of that tremendous eave 
moment when you Palestine 
stand in the Garden Egy 
of Gethsemane and aay 
then follow the Way Monte Carlo 
of the Cross—truly |] France 
In His Steps, LL Ensiand 














Reserve Your Stateroom 


ind a Short Time Left to 


We Sail from New York February 8, 1928 


You should make up your mind FITITCIIITTTTTiTiTrTitittetetetteteeeeeeLeeleleeele 


TODAY to go with us on this tour ! 
The expense is nominal. ‘The op- 
portunity may never come to you 
again. Secure your ehoice of state- 


The Sunday School Times . 
325 N. 13th St., Dept. M-912A, Philadelphia, Pa., 





rooms by acting at once. Fill out 
and mail the coupon without delay, 
and Mr. Boring will send full de- 
tails and chart showing location of 
staterooms, 


The Sunday School Times 
325 _N. 13th St., Dept. M-912A 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Travel Service, Inc., send 
School ‘limes Party. Cruise 
ne no obligation, of course. 


Please have James Borin 
me full details of The Sund/ 
to the Mediterranean. I ¥ 


TIN a “a '5:- fa tic 


DT” eh Se A 


CE OF FIM Ee eR 
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( For Family Worship 
3 By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

lage on International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


January 9 to 15 
Mon.—Mark 2:1-17. Jesus and Sinners. 

Jesus was the guest of honor at two 
recorded feasts —the one of Matthew's 
when sinners were the guests ; in Lazarus 
home when saints were the guests. But 
Jesus attended both for the purpose of 
reaching and saving men. 

Praver Succestions: Pray that the 
storm clouds on the ‘horizon of the Eu- 
ropean sky may pass away; that God 
may not permit peace to be interrupted 
by the Polish-Lithuanian clash; that the 
recent death of the Dictator-Premier of 
Roumania may not lead to revolution 
over Carolist plots; that the Italian-Al- 
banian entente may not arouse unusual 
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The Panton Papers 


Current Events and Prophecy 


Foreword by CHARLES G. TRUMBULL 
Editor The Sunday School Times 


Nearly thirty of Rev. D. M. Paniton’s 
terial articles from his journal, The wn, on 
these themes: Who is the Antichrist ? The 
King of the South; The Resurrection of the 
Roman Empire; The Jew: God's Dial; The 
Flight of the Papacy; Geology and the Flood, etc. 
An entrancing work. Cloth, $1, postpaid 
Order now. 
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j= DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of rz or 
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animosities; that the volcano under the 
Balkans may not burst forth; that 1928 
may be a year. of prosperity for Gospel 
preaching m all Europe, © ; 
Tues.—Luke 15 : 11-21. : 
The Story of the Prodigal. 


Notice the two significant beginnings 
in this parable of the lost son. “He be- 
gan to be in want” (v. 14), and “they 
began to be merry” (v. 24). The “far 
country” never sees the end of want; the 
Father’s house never sees the end of joy. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for. the 
Sudan United Mission (D. Falcon Court 
32, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4); for 
the thirty tribes among which it works; 
that the outpouring of the Holy- Spirit 
for which its leaders are longing may be 
realized this year. 

Wed.—Luke 18: 18-30. A Proud Sinner. 

The young ruler was patronizing, call- 
ing the Lord “good” (v. 18), as if He 
were only an exceptional teacher, some- 
thing less than God. The youth was a 
sinner, ignorant of his spiritual state, but 
still not self-satisfied like a Pharisee. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bible Lands Missions Aid Society (358 
M, Strand, London, W.C. 2), that God 
will greatly bless its seventy-three-year- 
old ministry among the sun-worshipers, 
the Assyrians, Chaldeans, Nestorians, 
Druses, Copts, Moslems, Greeks, and Ar- 
menians; pray for its rearing of rescued 
Armenian boys and girls. 


Thurs.—Luke 19:1-10. A Penitent Sinmer. 


A covetous sinner cannot make resti- 
tution by building a college or endowing 
a hospital with his stolen goods; he must 
restore to the one wronged (v. 8). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bolivian Indian Mission, for five new 
workers who recently left San Pedro, the 
central station, to open work in Northern 
Bolivia; for the two new workers from 
the United States and the two from New 
Zealand, and for the group soon to sail 
from England; for all the workers on 
the field and at home. 


Fri—Luke 19 : 41-46. A Sinful City Doomed. 


Jerusalem knew not its Messiah, but 
rejected him, and was reduced to a level 
heap of ruins by the Roman armies. We 
are rejecting God the Spirit who would 
woo and win our world, but, casting’ God 
out of our life, we are hasting forward 
to judgment (2 Pet. 3: 3-7). 

Prayer Succestions: Mrs. Maud 
Hoover Sanan, on furlough, and Miss 
Lucke, on the field, request prayer for 
Netley House, the Native Training 
School at Malvern, Natal, South Africa; 
for new prayer helpers; for eighteen hun- 
dred dollars to complete the budget; for 
the home office, 924 Hazelwood Avenue, 
Detroit, Mich.; for Mrs. Sanan’s com- 
plete recovery. 

Sat.—Matthew 23 : 23-33. 
Jesus Condemns False ‘Teachers. 

The world has more false prophets 
now than it had even in our Lord’s own 
day, and his terrible word-portrait fits 
such now as then—it is a picture for 
all time. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
army officials of the Bolivian army who 
have gasked the Inland South America 
Missionary Union (113 Fulton Street, 
New York City) to work among the 
Chiquitano Indians may have their re- 
quest granted; pray for funds to meet 
largely increased expenses; for the priest 
who “listened in” at Senorita Arsamen- 
dia’s meeting in Yeguarizo. 

Sun.—Psalm 32 : 1-11. 
The Blessings of Forgiveness. 

Our Lord’s dealings -with sensual, 
proud, covetous, and hypocritical sinners 
have been described during this week’s 
readings. But he is able to save to. the 
uttermost all who will confess their sins 
as David did (v. 5), then he will guide 
in all their future (v. @). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for sev- 
eral men of talent whose hearts are shut 
against the Gospel by the. drink habit, 
and for whose salvation requests have 
been sent in. Pray for all simners who 
are special “burdens” on the hearts of 
Christian saints, that they may soon @h- 
joy the marvelous blessings of forgive- 
ness and salvation. 
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Daily Inspiration 


A Boox or Prayers. Compiled by 
August Becker. 286 pages. 


The above Prayer Book. is a 
Companion Volume to * Daily 
Meditations,"’ While the one 
furnishes the devotional 
thoughts for every day, this book 
stands ready to supply the 
ghee not only for the morn- 
ng and evening of every day, 
but also for almost any occa- 
Sion_ in personal as well ,as 
public life. 
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Day by Day 
Short Prayers for Daily Use 


Vest Pocket Size, 3°/'x4%4x3 in, 
273 pages. 

This little book is. intended 
as a guide to right praying. It 
aims te illustrate the spirit and 
the form of true. prayer as it 
should be offered by Christ's 
followers Day by Day. 


Cloth Binding. ... . .$.40 











ingdem work. 
Price, Cloth. . . 3. vine 


Daily Meditations 
For the Family Altar 


Compiled by August Becker. 12mo, 373 pages 


Short meditations on a Scripture passage 
are offered for every day, as the title suy- 
ests, by a number of men engaged in 


compiled by Josep’ 


needs and occasions. 





. . $1.25 


A Child’s Book of Prayers 


For the Help of our Boys‘and Girls and 
for the Greater ye ai! of God. Prepared and 
Pierce Alden, i2 mo, 


54 Pages. 
‘his -Child’s Book of Prayers contains an 
unusual variety of children’s prayers for all 


Cloth, with mounted cover design . $.35 _ 





Our Daily Brea 


A book of Scripture Readin 
for each day of the year. Wit 
an fAppendix of Morning and 
Evening Prayers for every day 
of the week and prayers for 
sundry occasions. Compiled by 
Prof. F. Grether, D.D. Large 
Print. 617 pages. 

Cloth. ..... . .$1.50 


Trust in God 
A series of Prayers for special 
occasions. Pocket aaa Mus- 
“35 





Daily Guide 





For the Followers of Our Re- 
deemer. Two Scripture Passages 
and a Hymn Verse for every day 
in tne year. Compiled by August 
Becker. Size 2%x3% inches, 208 
pages. Printed on Bible paper. 

loth Binding... . . .$.35 
God’s Minute 

A Book of 365 Daily Prayers, Sixty 
Seconds Long, for Home Worshi) 
Written Specially for this Book by 36 
of the most Eminent Clergymen a 

ymen in the English Speaking 
World. 

. Cloth Bound, postpaid. . . §.60 
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this booklet 
has saved thousands / 
from financial worry/ 


It’s only a small booklet, quickly and easily read, 


but it has proved itself the most interesting booklet 
ever written for thousands who have been -saved 
from financial worry by acting on its advice and in- 


vesting in the Annuity Bonds of the American Bible 
Society. : 





For over 50 years these bonds have provided a safe, 


They are 
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| There are 
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established income for annuitants, For over 50 years 
the American Bible Society has issued bonds without 
loss to a single investor. 


free from trouble and yield ‘a fixed rate 


of annuity, as high as 9% aceording to age of annui- 


receive your half-yearly check promptly. 
no complicated details to consider, no 
lip, no bank book to lose. 


| Get the full story of this wonderful investment in 
il Christian enterprise NOW! Send the coupon today! 
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